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IMPORTS . Continued— | Total. “alue. 

AT THE PORT OF PHILADELPHIA, Indigo : es ite 211,152 385,234 

During the year 1827. ‘ (Bristles - - - Ibs. 8441 4,620 

ner ne eine Whiting - - - Ibs. 20,429 200 

: LES. ge ’ ourth | ry ; Lead - - - Ibs. | 1, 964, 912 74,486 

ne 3d Quar’s| Quarter. | ee: ete whee! 3s . -Ng | 98838 2,375 

; ae Twine - - - he 4 35,207 +: 6,964 
Brimstone value} 4030 | -—— 


$4030 | Tea, Souchong Ibs. 574,252 


























































































































Rags - - > do. 6180 7540 | 13,720 Hyson Skin = - Ibs. | 275,599 532.936 / 
Furs - - - do. 6635 2750 9385 Hyson - - dbs. 836,982 #3290 ; 
Hides - - do. | 145,740 | 26,540 172, 280 Imperial - - Ibs. | 145,276 a 
Dye Wood - do. | 13,002 6745 | 19,747 | Corks . - - lbs. | 29,742 7,180 ‘ 
Mahogany = - do. | 71,310 | 17,465 | 88,775 |Ochre, Dry .- - Ibs. | 123,097 2,235 | 
Copper Sheathing do. | 21,910 | 16,640 | 38,550 |Iron Wire ; - dbs. 73,109 5,995 H 
Old, = - = do. | 22,555 4090 | 26,645 | Nails ks wl 48,610 3,535 : 
— for Mint, do. | 14,855 | 14,855 | Mill Saws - « Ibs. 577 1;810 4 
Bullion, Silver do. | 133,725 | 24,515 | | 158,240 Anvils : 4 - dbs. 296,298 17,055 
— Gold - do. 4735 | 4,735 | Hammers oe ~ 0 Se 5804 250 ; 
Specie, Gold - do. 66,685 24,855 | 91, 540 Castings « é - Ibs. 275,541 9,270 z 
Silver - do. |499,095 | 376,420 875,515 Tacks - - « M. 1340 115 f 
Corkwood - - do. 1,535 20; 1555 Soap ~ . = - a. 98,974 5,538 4 
Plaster of Paris - do. | 10,810 1980 | 12,790 |Tallow - - - Ibs. 7002 360 
Burr Stone - - do. 5720 | —— 5720 |Camphor, crude  - dbs. 25,435 6,715 
Sundry Articles - do. | 1843 3680 | 5523 Spikes - ™ - Ibs. 1639 100 
—eeoossss——————aasSs—as—oaomoss—, Cotton - . «ee 707 40 
SPECIFIC ARTICLES. | Total. | Value. Cordage - i x, aie 71t1 585 
ee Sorc ear inCables -  - . 146 1, 
Carpeting; Brussels, yds. | 10,686 ee , 4 we ero = 
Wilton yds. | 2756 \. 'g190,640 |fron, Sheet - - Ibs. | 280,744 | 10,370 
——— Venetian yds. 41,574 " Pig ‘ . owt 1628 1,900 
————~ Ingrain  yds._| 105,460 Roll, &c.- — <  ewt: 24,545 68,965 
Wine, Madeira gal. | 24,773 Steel +s 8 - we 7695 78,050 
Champaigne gal. _2Ol Hemp - - + cwt 14,659 85,660 
Sherry gal. S371 NailRods- + - Ibs. 50,460 1,515 
——— Lisbon | gal. 6503 \ | 933.769 |ScrollIron - ~- Ibs. 2231 80 
Tenneriffe gal. 18,330 Salt- - «+  -. bush. | - 452,987 49,310 
Claret gal. 23,819 | Coal - + bush. | 31,104 3,760 
Burgundy gal. anton | Paper - - — =~ Ibs. 65,305 8,341 
All other gal. | 390,397 Books - + - Ibs. 39,527 30,218 
Spirits, other than grn. gal. 553,151 188,620 | Glass, cut okie: lio 2168 1,030 
from grain gal. 83,729 38,992 | other + =< dbs. 248,516 33,373 
Molasses - . - gal. 742,378 134,931 Vials above 40z.  ~  groce. 329 sis 
Beer, ale, &c. - - gal. uot 398 not above4 oz. = groce. 598 oT 
Vinegar - - + gal. 3503 1695 | Bottles - - | - groce. 3803 17,737 
Olive Oil- - - gal. 10,870 Fish, Dried, &e. - Ibs. 16,357 2,682 
Linseed Oil - - gal. 279 7705 |cigars -  - « M. | 2,685,487 | 25,800 
Castor do - ~ - gal. 29 " Demijohns -— - 5852 zn| 
= Beet ts ibs af : ones Cot ies | Sundry small articles oo 4,921 
socoa - - - s. 593,372 ° — —remeestlenensioernn ne an 
Sugar, brown - ~- Ibs 9,807,832 599,662 | AD V ALOREM ARTICLES | eo y Lotal. 
white - - Ibs 1,247,384 98,418 | Cloths, exceeding 35} inch. - - - 417,562 
Candy - ~- dbs. 104 16 not exceeding 333 inch. ae 10,170 
_Almonds - - Ibs. 76,451) | Flannels - - - - - ‘ - 4¥41,430 
Prunes - - - Ibs 63,842 | Blankets ° . ° “ * 3 118,930 
|Raisins, Muscatel - Ibs. 225,649 43,960 | Worsted Hose - - - - - - 92,315 
other - - Ibs. 268,525 Worsted Stuff . : : - . 172,060 
i Figs - - + dbs. 2967 _ | All other Woollens, 333 inches” - -  - 118,960 
Candles, Tallow - Ibs. 34,468 3317 | Cottons, Coloured - - - - - 758,940 
Wax - ~- bbs. 14 | 6 White wt. - +=  « 1,001,895 
Cheese - - - Ibs. | 10,065 1080 |—— Hose : - nie 116,215 
Ginger - - - Ibs. 1144) | —— Twist - fee - 8,675 
Pepper - - Ibs. 2i\ | 44.307 \~mae Nankeens - - 101,415 
Pimento - - ~~; Ibs. 195,336 ( | *%°*f | _ “== All other manufactured 25 per ct. 25,475 
\Cassia=s«- : - bbs. 138,922) | | Silks from Indiaps. - “ . - - 628,215 
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————_ 
Silks from India, other than ps. ° 


~—— from other places, ps. - —- 
other - - 
Vestings, Woollen - . - 
—— Cotton - - ° © 

















Linens . . ° ‘ . 
Manufactured Flax - ° . : 
Checks, &c. - : - - 
Sail Duck . ° m eta, 
Ticklenburgs . e < ‘ 








Russia Shecting, brown - 5S 
white . - 

Manufactured Hemp - ° 

Side Arms - - . . 

Scythes - - - - - 

Wood Screws - - - . 

Manufactures of [ron and Steel - 
Brass - - 





— ee Tin 


Wood ° 6 














—_ —— Leather - - 
— —~-—— Copper - - 
Glass, not specific - - : . 
Earthenware - . ‘ J 
China Ware ° ‘ i 2 
Japanned Ware - - . . 
Plated Ware . - : ‘ 
Watches, &c. - ° . ¢ 
Precious Stones, Kc. : ° ° 
Laces : - ° ~ . 
Straw Plait - ° ° » 2 
Copper bottoms - : - - 
Sheet Brass, - . . - 5 
Sheet Tin . : . . 
Wool, above 10 cents : - : 
not above 10 cents” - - 
Quicksilver - . . ; . 
Hair Seating - ; - . 
Bolting Cloths - ° . 
Oil Cloths - . é . ‘ 
Raw Silk . » a > 


Manufactured Goods, at 124 per cent. 
at 15 per cent. 
at 20 per cent. 























at 30. per cent. 
Slates and Tile, - . ° 
Sundry small articles - - . 


ae at 25 per cent. - 
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VALUE FROM EACH COUNTRY. 
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COUNTRIES. 








































Swedish W. Indies... .| 





$52,800} —— $32,800 | 
anish W. Indies ..... $07 374, —— 307,574 
England ............+:- 4,852, 127|122,567| 4,974,694 
Sete . oP ast... 2,435| 3,305 5,710 
MOONE . 2520s cc cces 202,221 202,221 
ritish W. Indies ..... 11,450] 1,030 12,180 
British E. Indies......| 155,894) —— 155,894 
British Amer. Colonies 19,280) —— 19,280 
Other British Colonjes 9,930 9,930 
OS eT ee 38,760 38,760 
BSE 189, T20 189,120 
NS Gacy cach she's 74,143 74,143 
Hanse Towns......... 234,678) 65,620} 300,298 
French ports on the At- 
i eee 262,601 180} 262,781 | 
French ports on the 
Mediterranean ...... 164,280} —— 164,280 
eres Per 249,942; —— 249,942 
Ree. 1,149,701] 11,565] 1,161,266 | 
Other Spanish W. Ind. 17,560} 15,285 30,845 
panish European ports! 
on the Atlantic ..... 11,785} —— 11.785 
Spanish European ports a 
on the Mediterranean! 46,685; —— 46,685 
Portugal .....ccssecs| 31,60 ae 31,605 

















Amer. ves.\For.ves.\ Total. 



















































[OcTonEn 
ie ee 
oo ee ek: fn. ves. rs. Feel. ‘ 
45,119 | Madeira ...........-. 34,570) —— 34,576 
- 22,946) sty 2.2... eco eee :...f 154,666, ——| 154,666 
9101020 | Africa... Sb cates 2,390), — 2,390 
- 329,795) yfexican Ports on the 
28,890 | “Atlantic ............ 1,248,975| —— | 1,248,975 
- 1,765 | Colombian ports on the 
43,175} atlantic........++.: 514,653| 1,375} 516,028! 
, 26,400 Colombian ports on the 
21,250 Pacthie .. e668 500,95 229,010} —— 229,010 
14,465 | Brazilian ports ........ 242,69} 242,691 
3,645 | French West Indies... 1,645} 3,545 4,990 
+ 9,804) Teneriffe. ...ve.se0e+s 10,045] .—~ 10,045 
30,986 DQUTOE 0 a0 000 4300 cae 1,520} —— 1,520 
: | Buenos Ayres......... 80,065, —— 80,065 
11,225 | Dutch West Indies....| 18,825, —— 18,825 
- 39,636 | Guatamala on the At- —- 
nan iia. tee tote oe 14,090] —— 14,090 
é ans SL bb 4 4nt anime * abt on LSA saBad, | 
” Sagagoge | saR ee bg <e---- 1 2ik1, 00,9906 ,052)19, OE 
" me @ [Philad. Price Current. 
: 1,255 
6,720 SKETCH OF THE LiFE AND CHARACTER , 
. <a OF JOHN BLAIR LINN.—By Charles B. Brown, E'sq. 
b 56,336 Concluded from p. 173. 
60,694 The succeeding two years of his life passed in dilf- 
: 4,975 | went and successful application to the duties of his pas- 
8,210 | toral office. The increasing infirmities of his venerable 
7,540 | colleague, made these duties in no small degree heavy 
%,¥U~ | to a young man, who was just beginning his career, and 
: 2,000 | who, as yet, had not acquired the benefits of prepara- 
61,565 | tion and experience. Heavy though they were, and 
. 7,955 | punctual and meritorious as was his diligence in their 
%5¥49 | performance, his active spirit found Icisure to compose 
‘ (6,345 | two poems, the last of which was of considerable length, 
30,390 | during this interval. ~ 
-jM1L201-| "Vie Gret' was & poe ashi 
1¢ first was a poem on the death of Washington, 
219,685 written in imitation of the style of Ossian,. whom Mr. 
" 6,759 | Linn held in higher estimation than any other poet.— 
5,812 | ‘This performance was a happy specimen of this style, 
. 44,195 | and the author’s success was the more remarkable, on 
or | account of the disparity between the theme he had cho- 
- >» ) 


sen, and those topics to which the Caledonian poet had 
consecrated his song. 

| His second attempt was more graye and arduous. It 
| was a didactic essay on those powers from which poetry 


| this poem is explained by its title, ‘“The Powers of Ge- 
nius.”’ Ht is a rapid and pleasing descant upon the na- 
ture and operations of genius, and a general view of its 
origin and progress. It is accompanied with notes, by 
which doubtful passages are explained, and the reason- 
ings of the poet amplified, confirmed, and illustrated, 
by new and apposite examples. 

| 


Mr. Lian has justified himself, in bestowing some of 


his leisure on subjects of this kind, by observing, in his 
preface to this work, that “literature, next to religion, 
is the fountain of our greatest consolation and delight. 
Though it bea solemn truth that the deepest erudition, 
disconnected with religion, cannot enlighten the regions 


_ beyond the grave, or afford consolation on the bed of 


death, yet, when united with religion, literature renders 
| men more eminently useful,opens wider their intellect to 
| the reception of divine light, banishes rcligious supersti- 
| tion, and bows the knee, with purer adoration, before the 
throne of God. Literature on the rugged journey of 
| life scatters flowers,.it overshadows the path of the 
weary, and refreshes the desert with its streams. He 
who is prone to sensual pursuits may seek his joy in the 
acquirement of silver and gold, and bury his affections 
| with the treasure in his colhies. The nobler soul, en- 
| lightened by genius and taste, looks far above these pos- 





| itself derives its spirit and existence. The subject of 
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sessions, His riches are the bounty of knowledge, his 
joys are those which wealth cannot purchase. He con- 
templates Nature in her endless forms, and finds compa- 
nions, where men of different pursuits would experi- 
ence the deepest solitude.” 

Those phantoms which genius produces, and taste 
embellishes, had a powerful influence over the imagina- 
tien of Mr. Linn. External objects were habitually 
viewed by him through a poetical medium, and seldom 
through any other. ‘Their attractions, in his eyes, and 
their merit, consisted almost wholly in their power to 
inspire emotion, and exalt the fancy. The deductions 
of pure science, whether mathematical, physical, or 
moral, he held in very slender estimation: their simpli- 
city was to him naked and insipid, dreary and cold.— 
Ifis natural temper, and all his habits of meditation, emi- 
nently fitted him for a poet; the subject of this work 
had been familiar to his earliest conceptions; and he ex- 
patiated in this element as in one most congenial to his 
nature. 

After describing genius, and fixing on invention as its 
most suitable criterion, he proceeds to show the alliance 
between genius and fancy, judgment and sympathy.— 
He then, in a rapid manner, describes the progress of 
genius, and illustrates the independence of rules, which 
it sometimes manifests, by the example of Shakspeare, 
Ossian, Ariosto, and Burns. 

The influence of culture on genius naturally calls to 
the poet’s mind the image of Edwin, and the various 
forms of excellence which genius is qualified to uphold, 
leads him into an enumeration of celebrated names, in 
various departments of prose and verse. 

Some of the moral stimulants and effects of genius 
are next displayed; narrative is called in to the aid of 
precept, and the poem closes with a concise view of the 
progress of genius in different countries; Egypt, Greece, 
italy, Britain, and America. To his native country the 
poet is patriotically partial, and not only predicts her fu- 
ture eminence in literature, but deems the progress she 
has already made by no means contemptible. 

The merit of this performance has received the best 
testimony of which merit of this kind is susceptible, in 
the approbation of the public. The work, in a few 
months after its first appearance, demanded a new edi- 
tion, and it has been published in a very splendid style 
in Europe. 

Several smaller pieces were published in the same 
volume with this poem, some of which have merit con- 
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this accident had done his constitution an irreparable 
mischief. Hjs nervous system appeared, for some time, 
to have been chiefly affected, and in a way particularly 
distressful and deplorable, since it interfered with his 
duty asa preacher. In attempting to speak, his brain 
was frequently seized with a torpor and dizziness, which 
made it difficult for him to kecp himself from falling. 
The same affection sometimes attended him while walk- 
ing or sitting, Its visits were capricious and uncertain. 
It would sometimes afford hima respite of days or weeks. 
Its returns were sudden and unlooked for, and it always 
brought in its train aheavy dejection of mind, and equall 
unfitted him for the performance of his public duties, 
and for obtaining relief from any solitary occupation or 
social amusement. 

No one could struggle with his infirmity more stre- 
nuously than Mr. Linn. His family can bear witness 
to his efforts to fulfil his public duties, notwithstanding 
this secret enemy. So successful were these efforts, 
that he often preached with his usual energy and elo- 
quence, when nothing but the rails of his pulpit sup- 
ported him, and when a deadly sickness pervaded his 
whole frame. 

That his powers of reasoning and reflection were un- 
impaired by this accident, he soon afforded an incontes- 
tible proof, in the spirit with which he carried ona short 
controversy, during this year, with Dr. Priestley. 

Dr. Priestley, who acquired so much celebrity in Eu- 
rope, had, a few years before this, taken up his abode 
in the United States. His zeal for knowledge was by 
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sioned his exile, and his attachment to the controversial} 
| mode of advancing knowledge was as ardent as ever.— 
His numerous publications, however, during the early 
years of his residence among us, were chiefly confined 
to politics and chemistry. His moral and theological ef- 
| fusions failed to waken the spirit of controyersy, till the 
publication of a short treatise on the merits of Socrates, 
in the year 1802. Inthis performance, Dr. Priestley 
drew a comparison between Jesus Christ and Socrates, 
in which the former was degraded, agreeably to the So- 
cinian system, to the level of mere humanity, while the 
merits of the latter were exalted to a higher pitch than, 
in the opinion of Mr. Linn, strict justice allowed. 

This comparison was instituted between the two per- 
sons, in relation to their moral qualities only, and Priést- 
ley’s design was to maintain the superiority of Jesus, 

| even admitting the most favourable suppositions that 








no means diminished by the circumstances which ocea-_ 


siderably above mediocrity, and manifest a genius in the | have been formed with regard to the character of So- 
writer which only wanted the habits of reflection and | crates, and the least favourable ones with regard to 
revision to entitle him to a high rank in the fraternity of | Christ. In,both these points, however, he was deemed 


poets. : ; 
Mr. Linn’s temperament was sanguine, and his health 


at all times extremely variable. From his earliest infan- 


cv, he was liable to fits of severe indisposition, which, 
to one of his peculiar temper, were of far more im- 
portance than they would have proved to another.— 
‘There was a powerful sympathy between his body and 
mind. All disorders in the former produced confusion 
and despondency in the latter. He was always prone to 
portend an unfavourable issue to his disease, and being 
deeply impressed with the belief that he was doomed to 
an early grave, every sickness was considered as the 
messenger appointed to fulfil his destiny. 

It was not, however, till the year 1802 that his consti- 
tution received any lasting or material injury. In the 
summer of this year, he set out ona journey to New 
York. The weather being extremely hot, and the chaise 
affording no effectual protection from the rays of a burn- 


“ing sun, he was suddenly thrown into a swoon, which 


was followed by an ardent fever. This accident occur- 
red near Woodbridge, in New Jersey, and he was car- 
ried from the road, by some passengers, to the hospita- 
ble roof of Dr. Rowe, aclergyman of that place, 

From this attack he recovered sufficiently in a few 
days, to enable him to return home; but from that pe- 
riod to his death, every day’s experience evinced that 


| by some to be highly blameable, inasmuch as he admit- 
, ted and argued upon suppositions crroncous and unjyst 
| in both cases. 

The great fame and veteran skill of Priestley, and the 
consciousness of his own youth and inexperience, did 
not intimidate Mr. Linn from stepping forth in a cause 

| in which religion and morality were deeply interested. 

| Those points in the conduct of the Athenian sage, which 
had been hastily admitted as authentic by Dr. Priestley; 
underwent an impartial and rigid scrutiny. from his young 
opponent; the dreams of traditional credulity were sub- 
jected to a critical investigation; and while the charac- 
ter of Socrates was degraded to its proper point in the 
scale, the transcendent merits of Christ, both in his hu- 
man and divine capacity, were urged with unusual elo- 
quence. 

The true nature and office of Christ could not fail of 
coming strongly into view on this occasion, and a second 
reply, to a second publication of Mr. Linn, was the last 
and dying effort of Priestley on this sublunary stage, in 
favour of the Socinian doctrines. 

The merits of Mr. Linn in this controversy seem to be 
generally acknowledged, both by the friends and ene- 
mies of the cause which he espoused. The latter with- 
held not their admiration from the knowledge and ge- 
nius displayed in these productions, and which, while 
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they would do credit to any age, were peculiarly honor- 
able and meritorious in so youthful an advocate. 

If he has treated his venerable adversary with undue 
asperity, as some of Dr. Priestley’s adherents are dispo- 
sed to believe, his youth, and the importance of the te- 
nets he supported, will abundantly plead his excuse with 
impartial minds. Instead of deserving blame for that 
degree of warmth which he displayed, he is rather en- 
titled to eminent praise, for preserving his warmth within 
such rigid limits. Those who are acquainted with the 
spirit of religious disputes will only be surprised at the 
moderation which so ardent and impetuous a mind was 
able to maintain, in so delicate a controversy, and of 
which it is difficult to find another example. 

There was no one, however, who regarded these as- 
perities with less indulgence than himself. For Dr. 
Priestley’s attainments in the physical sciences, he en- 
tertained a high veneration, and abhorred that spirit of 
animosity and rancour, with which literary controversies 
are generally managed. His own conduct in this res- 
pect, though so little culpable, gave him regrets, which 
the death of his opponent contributed to augment. 

During this period, he likewise indulged himself in 
putting together the materials of a poem, to which he 
intended to entrust his future fame, asa poct. The 
scheme was somewhat of an epic nature, but he did not 
intend to restrict himself by any technical rules or ca- 
nons. He merely aspired to produce a narrative in verse, 
which should possess the qualities which render verse 
delightful, and make a narrative interesting and instruc- 
tive. 

The poem which he left behind him, and which his 
friends have deemed it but justice to his memory to pub- 
lish, is, in some respects, sufficiently entire for the press, 
but is, in fact, only a fragment of a plan, copious and 
comprehensive. It is contained in the present volume, 
and will come before the public tribunal with many si- 
lent apologies for its defects. The writer is disabled 
from revising and correcting his own labours, and sa- 
cred modesty forbids a surviving friend to prune or to 
retrench, without any warrant but his own frail judg- 
ment. It may be said to be, like its author, called to its 
account burthened with those imperfections, which a 
Jonger preparation and probation might have lessened 

or removed. 

i) To those early and memorable proofs of literary ex- 
cellence, Mr. Linn was indebted for the honour of the 
degree of doctov in divinity, conferred upon him about 
this time, by the university of Pennsylvania. This ho- 
nor, never before, probably, conferred upon so young a 
man, was decreed with a zealous unanimity. « Itemay Se 
deemed the spontaneous reward of merit, since, so far 
from being: sought for or claimed by Mr. Linn, neither 
he nor his familiar friends entertained the least suspicion 
of the design, before it was carried into execution. 

His literary performances were the fruits of those in- 
tervals which his professional duty, and the disease which 
had rooted itself in his constitution, had afforded him. 
These intervals of health and tranquility became gradu- 
ally fewer and shorter. Besides occasional indisposi- 
tions, by which he was visited more frequently than for- 
merly, those sensations became more and more _perma- 
nent, which always appeared to his imagination unerring 
indications of approaching death. To a mind formed 
like his, these symptoms had been productive of a drea- 
ry melancholy, had their effects been confined wholly to 
his own person, but, with him, they received bitter ag- 
gravation from reflections on the helpless state in which 
an untimely death would leave his family. 

No one ever entertained a more lively sense of the 
duty which his profession had imposed upon him, nor 
more ardent wishes to be useful to those around him.— 
The voice of blame, even when unmerited, shot the 
keenest pangs into his soul. The peculiar nature of 
his feelings, of which there was no external or visible 
jokens, agonized him with the terror, that any failure of 





































































DR. JOHN BLAIR LINN. 


clination than of power. 
to overtask his own strength, and to hasten, by undue 


exertions, that event which was to puta final close to his 
activity. 


rious thoughts of resigning his pastoral office. 
ther his own feelings conveyed more deacly intimations 
than his friends imagined, or whether his temper was 
peculiarly disposed to despondency and fear, he pre- 
dicted nothing from these symptoms but lasting infirmi- 
ty. 
vourable to his disease. 
gined that his health would be less endangered. 
calling, that might perhaps prove far more arduous, and 
would certainly be much less agreeable, he was yet ex- 
tremely desirous of embracing, provided it was such as 


parochial duty might be imputed rather to defect of in-' such is the physical constitution cf most men, that their 
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Hence was he continually led 


From the beginning of his malady, he entertained se- 
Whe- 


The exercises of the pulpit were peculiarly unfa- 
In a different calling, he ima- 
Some 


his peculiar constitution was fitted to endure: but tho’ 
no such path presented itself to his view, yet so exqui- 
sitely painful was it to him to receive a recompense for 
duties that he was unable to perform, that very often, 
during the two last years of his life had he formed the 
resolution of absolutely resigning his call. 

As often as these resolutions were formed, they were 
shaken, for a time, by the admonitions and counsels of 
his friends. They endeavoured to call back to his bo- 
som that hope which had deserted it; they made light 
of the symptoms he complained of; they persuaded him 
that his infirmities were transient; that time alone would 
dissipate them; or, at least, that some change of regi- 
men, some rural excursion, or a larger portion of exer- 
cise than ordinary, would be sufficient to restore him. 
They insisted on the unreasonableness of despairing of 
his recovery, before a trial had been made of the proper 
remedies. His physicians contributed to inspire him 
with the same confidence. By these means was hope 
occasionally revived in his heart. He consented to try 
the remedies prescribed to him; he obtained a respite 
from church service, and made several journies in pur- 
suit of health: but all these experiments were fruitless. 
They afforded him a brief and precarious respite from 
pain, and he eagerly returned to the pulpit. But his 
feelings- quickly warned him that his hopes were falla- 
cious: his infirmities were sure to return upon him with 
redoubled force; despondency invaded him anew; he 
again embraced the resolution of resigning his post, 
from which he was again dissuaded with difficulty great- 
er than before. 

These mental struggles and vicissitudes were alone 
sufficient to have destroyed a much more robust consti- 
tution than his. ‘The gloom which hovered over his 
mind became deeper and more settled. A respite from 
pain or weakness was not sufficient to dispel it, even for 
a time; and though his anxieties were more keen at one 
time than another, long was the period during which he 
was an utter stranger to joy. If he took up a book, over 
which the poet’s fancy and the poet’s numbers had shed 
the most vivid hues and the richest harmony, and which, 
in former days, had been a fountain of delight, he found 
the spell atan end; it had lost its power to beguile his 
heart of its cares, or impart the smallest relief to his ap- 
prehension. Did he walk forth into the fields, and sur- 
vey Nature in her fairest forms, the scene merely con- 
jured up a mournful contrast between the pleasures 
which the landscape once imparted, and its present mo- 
notony and dreariness. In fine, there is little doubt that 
his latent malady infected the springs of life much less 
rapidly by its own direct force, than indirectly by its in- 
fiuence in lowering his spirits. 

These feelings cannot be explained by admitting the 
influence of constitution. Few men had less reason to 
dread death, on account of that existence which follows 
it. Ifa blameless life and enlightened piety could 
smooth the path to the grave, or if death were indebted 
for its terrors merely to the apprehension of its conse- 
quences in another mode of existence, few men had 
less reason than Mr. Linn to view it with anxiety. But 
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feelings on this head are by no means in subjection to 
their reason. The raising of blood seems particularly 
calculated to affect the spirits of the patient, and the 
sight of that fluid, so essential to life, oozing through 
unnatural channels, is sure to appal and disconcert the 
most courageous minds. Mr. Linn was haunted, from 


his earliest youth, with a fatal persuasion that he should | 


die young, and of all diseases he regarded consumption 
with most abhorrence. His present symptoms were to 
him infallible tokens, not only that death was hastening 


on him, but that it was approaching in a form the most | 


ghastly and terrific. 

These mournful impressionsacquired unusual strength 
in the winter and spring of 1804. He was attacked 
several times with spitting of blood; and though these 
symptoms were not deemed fatal or incurable by his 
physicians, they spoke a language to his own heart not 
to be mistaken. He was, however, prevailed upon to 
try the effects of a new journey. For this purpose, he 
obtained from his congregation leave of absence for two 
or three months, and set out towards the eastern states. 
By this journey he was little amused or benefitted, and 
the state of his mind, when setting out on his return, 
will strongly appear in the following extract of a letter, 
written at Boston, to his father: 

‘‘Never was a traveller less qualified for giving or re- 
ceiving pleasure. Icannot discover that I have receiv- 
ed the least benefit from my voyage or trave!, nor have 
my spirits ascended the smallest degree above their cus- 
tomary pitch. 

‘1am convinced, that unless 1 undergo a total reno- 
vation, I must leave the pulpit, and endeavour to earn 
my bread in some other way. If my present impres- 
sions are true, if appearances deceive me not, I shall 
need ‘but little here below, nor need that little long.’— 
But as all my hopes of the world are clouded and ruined, 
could I only subdue some rising apprehensions, and 
leave my family provided for, 1 should not regret the 
blow, however speedy, that crumbled me to dust. I 
write not to afflict you, but to relieve myself. It isa 
strange consolation, but it is one of the few consolations 
Iknow. You will therefore please to pardon me for 
this, and all other offences towards you of which I may 
be guilty. They are inseparable from my cruel dis- 
ease. 

“I feel the ruin of an intellect, which, with health, 
would not have dishonoured you, my family, or my coun- 
try. I feel the ruin of a heart, which I trust was never 
deficient in gratitude towards my God, or my worldly 
benefactors. This heart has always fervently cherished 
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| time after the writer was no more. In this letter he de- 
| clares himself incapable of being burthensome to his 
/congregation. “Does not,” says he, “my obligations to 
God and to my people dictate that I ought without far- 
| ther trial, to relinquish my present charge? May not a 
| righteous Providence point out this conduct as the only 
road to health? You know how fervently I love the 
study and the teaching of divine truths; yet, if com- 
| pelled by necessity to leave the pulpit, may I not still 
be useful in some way more corresponding to my 
strength’ Severe, very severe, are the dispensations of 
| my God towards me; but I hope to be able to submit. 
Hope, on which I have lived, has only glimmered on m 
| path to flatter and deceive me. Iam convinced that 
| something must now be done.” 
Alas! these schemes for futurity were rendered un- 
necessary before the rising of another sun. On the 
| evening of that day, he occasionally raised blood, but 
ina degree scarcely perceptible. It was, however, suf- 
ficient to dissipate every ray of cheerfulness, and his 
heart sunk beyond the power of the friends that were 
with him to restore it. He retired about half after ten 
o’clock, as little apprehensive of immediate danger as 
any of his family; but scarcely had he laid his head upon 
the pillow, when some motion within him occasioned 
him to say to his wife, ‘‘I feel something burst within 
| me. Call the family together: I am dying.” He had 
scarcely time to pronounce these words, when his ut- 
terance was choaked by astream of blood. After a 
short interval he recovered strength and sensibility suffi- 
cient to exclaim with fervency, clasping his hands and 
lifting his eyes, ‘‘Lord Jesus, pardon my transgressions, 
and receive my soul!” ; 

Such was the abrupt and untimely close of a life, 
| which, though short, had been illustrated by genius and 
| virtue, in a degree of which our country has hitherto 
| afforded very few examples! 

On the character of Mr. Linn, as a preacher, it is not 
| necessary to dwell, among those who have enjoyed op- 
| portunities of hearing him. It is well known, that few 
| persons in America, though assisted by age and expe- 
| rience, have ever attained so great a popularity as he 
/acquired -before his twenty third year. 


| 


; The merits 
Which shone forth with so much splendor on his first as- 


| cending the pulpit, the discipline and experience of four 
| years by no means impaired. Time, indeed, evinced its 
| salutary influence only in pruning away his juvenile lux- 
| uriances, and giving greater solidity to his discourses, 
| without rendering them less engaging. 

| Asa poet, performances must also speak for him. He 


the social affections, but now broods over the images of | took up the pen, and his effusions obtained public notice 


despair, and wars ineffectually with the pang which be- 
speaks my dissolution. But I must be silent. 1 believe 
I have gone too far.” 

After a short stay in New York and its neighborhood, 
he returned to Philadelphia, in July. During the en- 


suing six weeks, he was attacked by indisposition in se- | 
His mind struggled in vain against the con- | 


veral forms. 


viction of his increasing and incurable infirmities. As 
this excursion was followed only by new diseases, his 


hopes were totally subverted, and he wrote a letter to | 


the session of his church, which contained a resignation 
of his pulpit. 

. This letter was written from the bed of sickness, and 
he was persuaded to recal it a few days afterwards.— 
Some expedients were proposed for relieving him from 
part of his professional duties, and his mind experienced 
some temporary ease from the prospects which his 
friends held out to him. A day of customary health re- 
visited his soul with a transient gleam of consolation: 
but the fatal period was now hastening, which was to 
bear stronger testimony than even he himself had imagin- 
ed to the justice of his apprehensions. 


On the thirtieth of August he rose with less indispo- | was poetic. 


sition than usual. 


| and regard, at so early an age as sixteen. He was not 
| nineteen when he had completed two regular dramatic 
| pieces, one of which was brought upon the stage. All 
| his performances, however, candor compels us to con- 
sider as preludes to future exertions, and indications of 

future excellence. While their positive merit is’consi- 
'derable, they are chiefly characteristics of the writer, 
_ by suggesting to us what might have been expected from 
i him, had Providence allowed him a longer date. 

On his character in general, the following is the testi- 
mony of two of his friends, who had long enjoyed his 
intimacy, and who are better qualified than any one -liv- 
|ing to draw a just portrait of him. One of these, the 
| Rev. Mr. John Romeyn, of Albany, speaks of him in 
' the following terms: 
|  *f need scarcely mention his talents were of the first 
|order. His imagination was glowing, and yet it wus 
|chaste. Even his earliest attempts of writing display a 
| soundness of judgment rarely united with fervidness of 
| fancy, especially in young people. His taste was form- 
|ed on pure models. He was capable of deep research, 

though constitutionally indisposed to it. His genius 
He always preferred a poem, or criticisms 


The last words which he committed | on polite literature, to any other species of composition. 
to paper was on the morning of that day, in a letter to | His constitution was sanguine. 


This caused a precipi- 


his father, which, however, was not delivered till some | tancy in some of his actions, wnich prudence condemn, 
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ed. He had a bias to pleasure, a taste for it; so much 
so, that I have often, in reflecting over past scenes, won- 
dered how he escaped its pollutions as he did. His 
reading’ in early life contributed very much to increase 
this taste. Ile was disposed to be romantic in his views 
and conduct. His temper was quick, his sensibility ex- 
quisite. He had all the capricious feelings peculiar to 
a poct. Though hasty, and sometimes rash, yet was he 
generous: he scorned meanness. He was warm in his 
attachments; benevolent in his propensities to mankind. 
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vid and more lasting, and rendering his sorrows more ea- 
sy to endure and overcome.” 

No man ever stood more in need of the aid of friend- 
ship and domestic sympathy than Dr. Linn; and no 
stronger proof could be given of the purity and recti- 
tude of his character, than his feelings on this head. 
His father and his sisters were his friends in the highest 
serts¢.of thatterm. In the bosom of his own family he 
sought for objects in whom to repose his confidence, 
and from whom to claim consolation. To entertain a 





His anticipated pleasures generally exceeded his actual | general regard for the worldly welfare and advantage of 
enjoyments. He was accustomed to dwell more on the | near relatives is so common, and originates so frequent- 
dark, than on the bright side of the picture of life. He | ly in se!fish motives, that it can scarcely be deemed a 
was prone to melancholy, the melancholy of genius.— | merit in any one; but Dr. Linn’s attachment to his fami- 
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Ofttimes he appeared its victim, sitting for days silent, 
sad, and gloomy. He felt, even to madness, the slight- 
est disrespect, and as sensibly enjoyed attention paid to 
him. He was not calculated to move in a moderate com- 
mon course with the generality of mankind; he was ei- 
ther in the valley of gloom or on the mount of trans- 
port; rarely did he enjoy temperate, calm pleasure. 
With years, the sensibility was corrected. I myself per- 
ceived achange in him, in this respect, the last time we 
were together. In short, his system was like a delicate 
machine, composed of the finest materials, which was 
liable to derangements from the slightest and most tri- 
fing circumstances, and the continual, diversified action 
of those parts tended gradually, though certainly, toa 
speedy destruction of the whele.” 

The Rev. Mr. Alexander M‘Leod, of New York, 
speaks of his deceased friend in the following terms: 

*‘About the time of his beginning to preach the gos- 
pel, he was greatly agitated about two of the most im- 
portant points in the Christian’s life, What are the cha- 
racteristics of gracious exercises of heart toward God? 
and, What is the connexion between the speculative 
truths of revealed religion and those exercises’ 

*I advised him to read Dr. Owen’s Treatise on Com- 
munion with God. He didso. He was satisfied with 
it. He entered fully into the doctor’s views of that in- 
teresting subject. Of the state of his mind I have re- 
ceived from himself explicit information. Opposed to 
enthusiasm, and naturally delicate, he was not yery com- 
municative on such subjects. He did not think it peu- 
dent to unbosom himself to many, because he had hiin- 
self such a low opinion of his Christian experience, that 
he thought it probable a fair statement would dispose 
the censorious to conclude he was entirely destitute of 


piety, and render the nominal professor satisfied with his | 
own attainments; and consequently have a tendency to | 


hinder his public usefulness, and to encourage inatten- 
tion to experimental religion. He therefore scarcely 
ever alluded to his own experience, in conversation even 
with his. most intimate religious friends. He was not, 
however, absolutely opposed to conversation upon such 


subjects. Ie could throw aside reserve, and enter upon | 


it with freedom, when he was under no apprehension 
that this freedom would be abused. 


**He was much under the influence of the fear of | 


death, and a reluctance to dying. But he was not in 
terror of future punishment; for although he confessed 
himself worthy of it, he trusted in that Saviour which 
the gospel offers to sinners, and, firmly persuaded of 
the safety of believers, cheerfully hoped that his own 
faith, although weak, was really sincere. ‘The frame 
of his mind, in relation to spiritual things, was almost 
uniform: never extremely gloomy, never extremely 
joyous, It differed surprisingly from the natural tem- 
perament of his mind. In the concerns of common life, 
he was the slave of. sensibility, the mere child of cir- 
cumstances. He knew this. His religious life appear- 
ed to himself, a third estate, supernaturally called into 
existence in the empire of his soul, which created a dis- 
tinct interest, to which all -his affections were drawn; 
and which gradually progressing in strength and. in in- 
fluence, checked the dangerous efforts of the opposite 





principles of his. constitution, rendering his joys less vi- | 





ly was of ahigher order. It led him, not only into the 


| tenderest concern for their welfare, but into an intimate 


union of his heart and affection with theirs. From the 
time of his entering on the study of theology to his 
death, he kept up a frequent correspondence with his 
father. To him he imparted all his hopes and fears, and 
thus afforded the strongest proof of integrity of thought 
and action, since eminently pure must that mind be, 
which can repose unbounded confidence in a father.— 
Such confidence, indeed, is no less honourable to the 
father who obtains, than to the son who bestows it; and 
| justice will not discountenance the favourable inference 
| which may be suggested by the present case. 
‘The best companions of his early youth, those whom 
a similarity of age and inclinations had endeared to him, 
| were, indeed, removed by their diverse destinies, toa 
great distance from him; and this cireumstance might 
| have beena source of some regret to those who loved 
him, had not the filial and fraternal charities glowed ag 
warmly as they did in his heart, and supplied the place 
| of all other friendship. 
He was esteemed and beloved by great numbers, but 
it was his fondness for seclusion, and not any froward or 
morose passions, which occasioned him to have but lit- 
| tle intercourse with mankind. This little intercourse 
was by no means fettered or disturbed by personal pre- 
judices. With all his clear and cogent principles, on 
moral, political, and religious subjects, he combined q 
charity open as day, and extensive as mankind, and no 
one’s deportment could be more benign and inoffensive 
than his, towards those who differed with him, even in 
essential points. He avoided the company of those 
whom he had no reason to love or respect. He did hot 
| seek beyond the small circle of his nearest kindred the 
company of those who had secured his regard, but when 
propriety or accident led him into contact with the for- 
| mer, his treatment of them was adapted to win their 
reverence, and he never refused his confidence or kind- 
hess, when claimed by the datier. Short as was his date, 
/and clouded as was the morning of his life by infirmities 
and sorrows, few there are whose memory will be treat- 
ed by his adversaries, if any such exist, with more leni- 
ty, or will live longer in the hearts of his friends. To 
mankind at large his short life was useful and glorious, 
| since it was devoted to the divine purpose of inculcatin 
_moral and religious duty, and the purpose, only /ess di- 
| vine, of illuminating the imagination with the visions of 
| a glowing and harmonious poetry .—[Vaéerian. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 
| Thursday evening, September 25th, 1828. 


Mr. Linn from the committee appointed to inquire if 
/any disposition should be made of the old reservoir at 
| Chesnut street on Schuylkill, made a report recommend. 

ing the subject to the attention of the next Councils. 
The committee was, at its own request, discharged from 
the further consideration. of the subject. 

On motion of Mr. Donaldson, it was resolved that the 
| city commissioners be authorised to put Lombard street 

from Schuylkill Front street 0 the Schuylkill, in a pass- 
able condition for carts. Mr. Johnson stated that the 
expense would not excced 350 dollars. 
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On motion of Mr. Smith, it was resolved, that the with instructions to consult experienced wharf and dam 
Mayor be requested to draw his account on the city builders, on the subject of the matter contained therein. 
treasury in favour of the Chairman of the committee for | The opinion of this gentieman, in the first place, called 
the purchase of the Morrisville Estate, for the amount | in question the stability of the dam, from a supposition 
of 511 dollars, for the payment of expenses incurred in | that some of the timber in front of it were either out of 
the purchase of said estate. place, or in danger of being separated from their posi- 
Mr. Smith said that the charges were, fees for legal | tions, by the decay of the original fastenings and ties of 
advice, searching the oflices, drawing and recording | the dam. 
deeds, &c. &c. And secondly, that to guard against these supposed de- 
On motion of Mr. Linn, it was resolved, that a copy of | fects, and to render the dam perfectly secure, it was ne- 
the engraving of the survey of the river Schuylkill be, | cessary to throw in large quantities of stone immediately 
as soon as the same shall be completed, presented to | in front of it, extending to high water mark, and occu- 
each member of council, and each warden of the port. | pying a base of two hundred feet down stream, and 
Mr. L. stated that the Wardens had taken great inte- | reaching across two hundred and eighty feet to shallow 
rest in the survey, and would be at considerable trouble | water on the western side, the depth of the water vary- 
in placing the buoys directed by resolutions. ing in this distance from seven to nineteen feet, making 
Mr. Lowber presented a petition from Mr. Henry S. | an average depth of nine feet, to be filled in, and requir- 
Tanner, who states that he is preparing to publish aj ing 20,000 perches of stone. ‘The expense of which, 
plan of the city of Philadelphia and the adjoining dis- | according to the estimate of the committee, would be 
tricts. He prays permission to incorporate in his plan, | about $20,000. 
to make it complete, the recent survey of the river| Admitting the conjectures and opinions entertained by 
Schuylkill by Mr. Maclure under directions of councils. | Mr. Rush to be well founded, the subject matter of the 
Referred to Messrs. Lowber, Johnson, Toland and Reed. | letter would immediately become one of great interest 
Mr. Johnson presented a petition from the Diligent | to the citizens, and consequently to their delegated 
Hose Company; complaining that in the apportionment | agents the Watering committee, upon whom devolves 
of the appropriation for the aid of fire companies, they } the management of this important work.—After the 
had received but 125 dollars, while other companies not | most deliberate and careful invertigation of this subject,. 
superior in merit, and whose apparatus is no way supe- | in all its parts, after hearing in verbal consultation, the 
’ rior to the Diligent’s, received 201 dollars. ‘The Com-| opinions of Mr. Rush, and such Wharf-builders as he 
pany being fearful that the small amount appropriated | wished to be consulted, and who agreed with him in 
to them, may lead the public to believe that their appa- | opinion, in favour of throwing in stone in front of the 
ratus is inferior to that of other companies, pray that the | dam,—your committee have unanimously arrived at the 
amount appropriated to them may be increased, or that | following conclusions:— 
by some expression of opinion the unfavourable impres-| Ist. That the dam at present is in good condition, 
sion which they conceive has been created, may be re-|and perfectly safe, being built entirely on the solid rock. 
moved. The petition was referred to the Committee on| 2ndly. That the plan of depositing stone in front of if 
Fire Companies. would answer no good purpose—and 
A statement was received from the city treasurer, of | 3dly. That the best method of giving additional se- 
receipts and expenditures during the last six months. | curity to the dam, when it becomes necessary. -is by 
Referred to the committee on accounts. sinking a range of new cribs in front, and extending the 
Mr. Linn offered the following: roofing of the dam over the new work to low water 
Whereas, a most unfortunate and melancholy accident | mark. 
happened at the State House, which eventuated inthe | These opinions of your committee have been tho~ 
death of William Plankard, a meritorious carpenter, em- | roughly confirmed by an examination of the dam during” 
ployed in erecting the Steeple, who has left a widow | the late drought, when the water was drawn down, and 
and two children, without the means of support. ‘There- | a careful inspection of its present condition was made by 











fore ' the committee and superintendant of the Works, ac- 
Resolved, by the Select and Common Council, That | companied by William Strickland, Esq. and DanieF 
the sum of ——— dollars be, and is hereby appropriat- | Groves, Esq. assisted by Mr. Frederick Erdman. 


ed to the use of the children of said William Plankard, The timbers and general structure of the dam, were 
and that the chairman of the committee on the Steeple | found entirely satisfactory, exhibiting no marks of de- 
be requested to deposit the said sum in the Saving | cay or removal from the precise position in which they 
Fund, the interest thereof to be drawn by the widow | were originally placed—this circumstance being abun- 
for the use of said children, and said sum be charged to | dantly confirmed by the recollections of Mr. Graff and 
appropriation No. 21. Mr. Erdman, the latter of whom planked the dam at the 

Mr. Linn said he should let the preamble and resolu- | time of its completion in 1822. 
tions speak for themselves. Conformably with the instructions of councils, to con- 
A member observed that as the gentleman gave no | sult experienced wharf and dam builders, the committee 
reasons why the preamble and resolutions should be | took early measures to obtain the personal attendance at 
adopted, he could not feel free to vote for them. He | the Works, of gentlemen who were deemed peculiarly 
knew of no principle on which councils would be justi- | fitted from their talents and experience to Judge cor- 
fied in making provision for the widows and children of | rectly in relation to this matter, but owing to the unu- 
such as met with accidents when engaged in public | sual prevalence of wet weather during the fall of 1827, 
works. At the suggestion of another member, the con-| and the early part of the present year, the dam could 
sideration of the preamble and resolution was postponed | not be drawn down, until lately, and as several of the 
for the present. gentlemen lived remote from the city, it was deemed 
Mr. Hale, from the Watering Committee, made the | sufficient to address a circular to each of them, a copy 
following report on the construction of Fair Mount Dam, | of which accompanies this report, containing a draft of 
accompanied by letters from distinguished engineers, | the dam, with information of the plan of its construc- 
and others, who concur in expressing an opinion that | tion, and queries as to the best method of strengthen- 
the dam is of good construction. ing it, in case it was deemed necessary, and particularly 
FAIR MOUNT DAM. desiring their opinions of the propriety of depositing: 

; ; . loose stones in front. 

To the Select and Common Councils. Of the gentlemen addressed on this occasion, answers 
By a resolution of councils of August 9th, 1827, a let-| have been received from Messrs. Benj. Wright, Josiah 
ter from Mr. William Rush, on the insecurity of Fair| White, Erskine Hazard, Wm. - Strickland, Daniel 
Mount Dam was referred to the Watering committee, | Groves, Canvass White, and Frederick Graff, which are 
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numbered 1, 2,3, 4, 5, and 6, and which accompany this 
report. 
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And please to add such other remarks as may occur 


| to you on the following points: 


It will be seen from these communications that the | ist. Whether you do not think the Dam in its present 


opinions entertained by all the gentlemen addressed are 
substantially the same as those of the committee, except 
Mr. Strickland and Groves’ plan of making the structure 
in front of the dam of stone instead of timber, be deem- 
ed avariation. In every answer received, the plan of 
throwing in loose stone, in front of the dam as a secur- 
ity to it, is rejected as entirely useless:—the experiment 
having been completely tried on the river Lehigh, where 
stones weighing from one to three tons, were carried by 
a heavy freshet, from a dam of only four feet fall. 

In the estimation of your committee, it isa matter of 
great importance to have a regular survey of the dam 
made every year, at such time as the state of the river 
may admit of the water being drawn down, and as the 
Watering committee will no doubt, always be desirous 
of obtaining the best judgment possible on so important 
a case as the actual condition and stability of this great 
work, it is considered desirable that this survey should 
be made by two competent persons appointed by coun- 
cils for that purpose, to act in conjunction with the Su- 
perintendent of the works, under the notice of the Wa- 
tering Committee, and that their report shall be made in 
writing to councils, and the committee beg leave to re- 
commend the adoption of* the following resolution as 
one of the standing rules of councils, viz. 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, That 
two competent persons be appointed by councils at 
their first stated meeting in April annually, whose duty 
it shall be, in conjunction with the Superintendent of 
the Water Works, and under the notice of the Watering 
committee, to make a regular survey of the actual con- 
dition and stability of the dam at Fair Mount, at such 
times as the state of the river will permit; and to report 
to councils in writing their proceedings, and the condi- 
tion of the dam. 

THOS. HALE, 

ANTH’Y. CUTHBERT, 

LEVI GARRETT, 

EPHRAIM HAINES, 

BENJ. JONES, Jr. 

HENRY TROTH, 
WILLIAM GERHARD. 
Philadelphia, 25th Sept. 1828. 


(CIRCULAR. ) 
Piiladelphia, 25th Aug, 1828. 
Dear Sir—The Councils and the Watering Committee 
of the city of Philadelphia, being desirous to have their 
works at Fair Mount placed in the most permanent man- 
ner, request the favour of your opinion respecting the 
Dam in its present condition, the plan of the construc- 
tion of which I believe you are acquainted with. The 
impression of some persons is, that as Mr. Cooley did not 


use iron bolts in putting some of the cribs together, that | 
those which were put together by the locust pins are | 


not sufficiently strong, and that the face logs looking down 
stream will force out. In order to prevent which it has 


condition perfectly secure and sufficient. 
2d. Whether loose stone thrown against the face of 
the dam on the lower stream side may be considered as 
an effectual and permanent addition of strength to the 
present superstructure. 
$d. Your opinion as to the best method of securing 
the Dam, should you think further security necessary. 
An early reply to this communication is earnestly so- 
licited, and will much oblige the Watering Committee. 
The importance of the subject to the city, must be the 
apology for troubling you on this occasion. 
With great respect your ob’t serv’t. 
(Copy. ) Signed, THOS. HALE, 
Chairman of the Watering committee. 
Philadelphia, Sept. 2d, 1828. 
Dear Sir—Your favour of the 25th ult. only came to 
| hand this morning. 
| Ingiving an opinion as to the permanency and sta- 
| bility of the Dam at Fair Mount, I must premise that I 
give it only on the information I received on my visit in 
July, in company with yourself and other members of 
| councils. : 

The outline of the plan of construction of the Dam 
at Fair Mount appears to me to be good; if there is any 
fault it is in the execution of the work. 

If the. longitudinal timbers which run across the 
| stream, and form the lower side of the Dam, are boxed 
|into the. timbers which form the tiers, (or these timbers 
running up the stream,) by being let in two inches on 

each side, and these latter timbers extend 18 inches or 
_two foot below the cross timbers, so as to form a good 
heading, and then the whole well secured together with 
locust tree nails—it appears to me it is hardly possible 
, that it can separate so as to admit any timber to come 
/out, and thereby let out the stone, &c. It cannot pro- 
_duce this effect unless there has been some error in sup- 
| poring the crib when sunk to have found the solid rock. 
| Ifthere was earth or small stone under the crib, so 
| situated as that a powerful current of water passing over 
(the dam would actually remove some of the substance 
!on which the dam rested on its lower side, then, and not 
| till then, could there be any probability that the timber 
in the crib could get loose. 
| Ifby an examination (which was suggested at our vi- 
| sit, at low water, when the water could be so reduced as 


to admit a boat to pass under the overfall) it has been 


found that there is a change in the timbers from what 
they were at first—or so much of a change that the rub- 
| ble stone which loads the dam will fall out, then I should 
fear the permanency of the dam,—and its importance is 
| sO great as to justify securing it to the last doubt. 
The answer to your queries then recurs: 
‘** Whether loose stone thrown against the face of the 
dam, on the lower side, may be considered as an effec- 
| tual and permanent addition to the strength of the pre- 


been suggested to throw stone against the lower face of | sent superstructure?” 


the dam where the water falls over the dam, with a view 
to prevent the face logs getting out. The size of the cribs 
average about 20 to 30 feet wide, and in the deep water 
40 to 50 feet long up and down stream each, which are 
faced with plank and loaded with rubble dirt on the 
stream side. ‘The dam is put together thus, (A) and 
rests on a perfect bed of rock, of which the bed of the 
river consists. 

The object of the inquiry is, whether in your opinion 
the stone marked B would remain as represented in 
times of heavy freshes, and be a permanent safety to the 
Dam, or whether, if deemed necessary by you that the 
Dam requires repairs at present; whether a crib forma- 
tion placed in front of the present Dam, filled with stone, 
would not be more permanent, and preferable to plan 


| In answer to this I cannot say that 1 believe stone 
thrown into the river on the lower side of the dam would 
|remain there. It is well known that a body of water 
from 4 to 8 feet thick passes over this dam in great 
_freshes—this would remove stones of several tons weight 
if it can get hold of them by the curreat. It is true that 
a body of heavy stone, if they could be placed so far un- 
der the shute of the dam as to be out of the direct cur- 
| rent, and that nothing but the under tow would strike 
them (see A) then 1 believe stone of two or three tons 
each would remain unmoved. 

But it will be seen at once that it will be difficult to 
raise the upper edge of this triangle of stone high 
|enough to secure every weak point up to B, for in that 
| case the base of the stone would come out so far as to 
‘come in contact with the powerful current at C,. and 
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this current would remove them, and then those above | would be difficult to replace it by crib work, in conse- 


would fall down, and be removed in turn. 

It appears to me that I should adopt your other sug- 
gestion, by an additional crib work, sunk.on the lower 
side, and the only variation I should make would be to 
have the bottom timbers very large, and plenty of them, 
so as to form a kind of foot that should counteract (by 
their extending [see C] six or eight feet further out than | 
the body of the crib) any inclination which the crib 
might have to settle away from the main dam. ‘These 
timbers ought to be 24 inches square, so as to have | 
great strength at the point where the first cross timbers | 
lay upon them. 

I should then fill in with small round stone any va- 
cancy which should exist between the old part of the | 
crib work and this new part, so as to have every timber 
in the old crib retain their present situation. The new | 
crib being filled with stone, would certainly make a 
permanent and solid work. 

This plan is predicated upon the supposition that the 
rock bottom of the river is such as to permit cribs to be 
sunk, and rest firmly on rock. 

If the current of water which has already passed over 
the Dam, has found the rock at bottom shelly, it has 
ey scooped out a concave bed under the water 
all. Should this prove true, then the plan of the crib 
work must conform to this concave bed by forming the 
crib, with large timber on one side and smaller ones on 
the other, so as to shape to the bottom if it can be done. 

I am writing rather at guess, and should have propos- 
ed to have gone with you to the Dam, had it remained 
dry—the river would now prevent my seeing any thing 
more than I did before. 

I shall return again to the city in three weeks proba- 
bly, and should there be any thing in my communica- | 
tion requiring explanation, I shall give it with pleasure. 

With great respect, lam, Dear Sir, your ob’t serv’t. 

BENJ. WRIGHT. 








Thos. Hare, Esq. 
Chairman of the Watering Committee. 





quence of making an irregular bottom. 
Iam respectfully, thy friend, 


JOSIAH WHITE. 


Philadelphia, September 8th, 1828. 
Taos. Harz, Esq. 


President. of the Watering Committee. 

Dear Sir—I have received your favour of 25th ult. re- 
questing my opinior. of the security of the Fair Mount 
Dam. 

I do not recollect the construction of the dam, but 
am under the impression, that the cribs have ties ran- 
ning up and down stream, (in each course of logs) not 
more than five or six feet apart. If this be the fact, I 
think no apprehension need he entertained of the per- 
fect security of the dam. That the structure is capable 
of bearing the pressure of the freshets, while the timbers 
remain sound, is; 1 think, sufficiently proved by the 
present state of the dam. I am inclined to the opinion, 
that the substitution of leust tree nails for iron bolts is 
advantageous, as the iron is subject to fast under water, 
while the tree-nail m the game situation could be de- 
stroyed only by abrasion by a current, from which I ap- 
prehend it is cntirely protected by the logs into which 
it is driven, coming close together. 

The part of the dam most liable to injury, in my dpi- 
nion, is the sloped sheathing on the down stream sidé 
of the dam, whicli being continually in a current, with, 
frequently, rough bodies passing over it, will wear on 
the upper surface, and may become loosened in its po- 
sition, by the jarring of heavy bodies, and by the curs 
rent of water passing through the cracks of the planks 
uponthe timbers below the m—this part then should be 
examined once or twice each year. 

From the river being so much contra¢ted at the 
Bridge below the dam, I should suppose that a freshet 


| in the river would cause the water to rise as much delow 


the dam as it does uponit, or in other words, that the head 
would remain pretty much the same. If this be the fact, 


| the pressure upon the dam would not be altered by the 
| quantity of water in the river. Should it be deemed 
| prudent to add to the security of the lower side of the 
i dam, this should be effected by an additional erid, filled 
| with stone, placed below it, the top of which should 


Mauch Chunk, 8th Month 29th, 1828. 


Respected Friend, Thos. Hale, 
Chairman of the Watering Committee. 


| 

Received thy letter of the 25th inst. asking my opi- | 
nion relative to the present and ultimate security of the | 
Dam at Fair Mount. 

As to its present condition, I should think it safe from | 
bursting out on the lower side of the dam, (the perpen- | 
dicular part of the crib,) for 50 years to come, provided | 
the horizontal timbers up and down stream do not ex- 
ceed six feet apart, and that they are not now indicating 
decay, and that the timbers across the stream are notch- 
ed into the other timbers, so as not to wholly rely onthe 

ins. ‘ 
: If an (eddy) current acts against the pins (parts be- 
tween the logs being exposed) it will wear them off in 
perhaps a few years. Their appearance at present how- 
ever is the best test, as it is now about 10 years since 
the Dam was built. b 

I should advise an annual examination (during low 
water) of the lower slope of the Dam, as being the part 
most likely to wear, and if the plank gets loose and off, 
it would effect the worst consequences in case of ice 
freshets. 

As to its future condition, I should prefer a crib below 
the old dam, as thou has drawn it, and as the water is so 
deep it requires the dam to be high, put in three tiers 
of timber across the stream, and the timber up and down 
stream, say 6 feet apart, and to prevent serious injury 
from the covering getting off in a freshet, pave the top 
course of stone with long stone end ways up and down. 

I have strong doubts of the stone, represented by B, 
below the Dam, lying there permanently, aud if it 
should go away generally, and not altogether, it then 

OL. 26 


form a continuation of the lower slope of the dam. I 
have no hesitation in saying that stone thrown béléw the 
dam would be of no service, a fair experiment having 
been made of that plan upon the Lehigh, contrary to 
the opinion of both Mr. White and myself. In that ease, 
stones weighing from one to three tons, were thrown 
below a dam which had about four feet fall, and disap. 
peared entirely after a heavy freshet. 
I believe I have now noticed all the queries in your 
letter, and am, sir, with much esteem. your obe- 
dient servant, 


ERSKINE HAZARD. 


To the Watering Committee of the City of Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen, 

At your request we have examined the construction 
of the dam across the river Schuylkill at Fair Mount. 

From all appearances both above and below the body 
of the dam, together with the sheathing, there are no 
indications whatever of its being impaired by settlement 
more than what niight be reasonably expected in any 
work of its kind. The evidence of some few of the 
stones, which form the filling of the sunken cribs having 
washed out from between the logs, is of no material ac~ 
count; this can all be repaired and obviated by a conti- 
nuation of the upright sheathing in front. The back 
filling of the dam has been well attended to, and is in 
every particular as far as our examination went, a sound 
and substantial piece of work. We are, however, of 
opinion, that at no distant period the front of the dam 
will require a substantial stone abutment in advanée of 
its vertical breast, and carried across the deep water of 
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the river, which may be battered up from the bottom at | ed without further difficulty, as Mr. Cooley made all the 
an angle.of about 45 degrees. ‘his we would recom- | alterations the committee required. 


mend to be formed of large flat stones, laid inthe man- | ‘The Dam was then received by the Committee as a 
ner of a slope wall, with their beds laid at cight angles | finished job, under a guarantee by Mr. Cooley for its 
with the slope. safety for the term of five years, daring which it has 


The suggestion of throwing in loose stone in front of | withstood all the freshets which occurred, together with 
the dam is not a good one; they would always be | the common exposure that such works are subject to, 
liable to be washed away in times of heavy freshets. | without any expense in repair, except straightening the 

Respectfully submitted, by yonr ob’t. serv’ts. | combing of the roof to a true water line, and adding-ar 

WILLIAM STRICKLAND, | additional quantity of rubblé dirt on the up stream side, 
DANIEI GROVES. | with some [fittle repair in filling in a few stones — 
. . koe | had been torn out of the face of the dam by the fresh- 

Philadelphia, Sept. 18th, 1828. | ets, and planking them over to prevent 4 like oecur 
33 rence, which proves that Toose stone will net remain 
|where a heavy body of water falls on them, unless 
| bound by crib work or planking. I have the pleasure 
| to state, that after a strict survey with Mr. Frederick 
| Erdman, a gentleman whois perfectly acquainted with 
the work, and who planked the face of the dam, and has 
done all the repairs to it above mentioned, that we can- 
not perceive any change in the position of the timber, 
or any-other other part of the work, from the base at the 
| bottom of the river, to its top line at the eve, since its 

first crection; and we are of opinion that until the tim- 
ber which is exposed between high and low tides Be- 
| comes worn by the constant friction of the water, and 
’ ; ; ; J its exposure to the weather, that there cannot be any 
in the manner described with tree-nails. Stone placed | doubt of its firmness. And it appears to us that at pre- 
loose below the dam can be of little or no service, and | sent no repairs are required. 1 beg leave to suggest 
the only effectual way to give additional strength and | that when repairs actually become necessary, that in 
security, Gf any is nevessary, which I have good reason | place of throwing loose stone in front of the dam, as has 
to doubt) 1s by placing a strong range of cribs below the been proposed, to frame and sink strong cribs along the 
Dam, filled with stone, and covered with thick p'ankor | jine of its south face, and fill them in with stone in the 
timber, to prevent them from being removed by the cur- | yeyal manner, and then to extend the covering on the 
rent passing over the Dam. i know of no reason why | new cribs, from the roof of the present dam to low wa- 
the present dam, or the Dam in its present form, is not | ter mark, which I am convinced is the only sure method 
amply secure and safe, and should not recommend any of making a permanent repair to the dam. As respects 
measures to be taken to give any additional strength un- | the up stream part, that can always be kept in good or- 
less it should be discovcred that the timbers were ac- | der at a small expense, by occasionally adding rubble 
tually giving way. | dirt on it, which wilf not only secure it from leakage, 
Yours, very respectfully , . | but it adds additional_strength to the whole superstruc- 

CANVASS WHITE, | ture by its. weight. 


' . : | In conclusion, } give it as my deeided opinion thatthe 
To the Watering Committee of the Fair Mount Water | dam js substantial, and sufficiently strong to withstand 
Works. _any shocks to which it is exposed. 

Genilemen—As you are engaged making inquiries of | Should Councils see proper to authorize the Water- 
practical and experienced engineers in relation to the | ing Committee to have an annual survey of the dam by 
permanency of the Dam at Fair Mount, in order to re- | competent engineers, any defect that might arise by de- 
port the same to Councils, I beg leave also to offer my | cay or otherwise, would then be discovered, and at the 
opinion on the nature of a work, the success of which | same time it would be satisfactory to those who have 
must naturally be interesting to me, from the circum- | charge of the works. 
stance of my having been concerned in the arrangement | With great respect your humble serv’t. 
and execution of every department of it, from the day FRED’K. GRAFF. 
the river was first sounded for the purpose of erecting a = 
dam, up to the present time, and although Mr. Cooley | The committee appointed to prepare and report a Me- 
was the contractor for the completion of the canal on| morial to the Legislature, praying them to invest the 
the west side of Schuylkil, the dam, the head arches,| corporation of the city, under proper regulations, with 
and the fore bay, still a large share of duty fell onme | power to require the owners of property bounding on 
in the execution of those parts of the works, first, in my private alleys, to have the same regulated and paved. 
official capacity as superintendent under the direction of REPORT: 
the Watering Committee, and secondly, asa volunteer, 


Purtapereuia, Serr. 18th, 1828. 

Tuos. Hatz, 

Chairman of the Watering Committee. 

Wear Sir—Your favour of the 25th August was not re- 
ceived until this day. Andin repiy to your queries re- 
specting the stability of the Fair Mount Dam, I must be 
guided principally by the information communicated by 
your letter, although I have frequently seen the work, 
and was once on it when building, but do not recollect 
of examining minutely the particular mode of connecting 
the timbers. I am of opinion, that it is impossible for 
any of tlie timbers to be displaced by any force that can 
come in contact with the Dam if it has been put together 


in frequently aiding Mr. Cooley with his work, particu. That they have had the subject referred to them un- 


larly inhis absence; consequently there is no part of | der consideration, and beg leave to submit to Councils 
Fair Mount Works which did not come undermy imme- | * memorial for the purpose contemplated. They re- 
diate notice. As respects the dam, all the material commend the adoption of the following resolution, 
timber for it was purchased by the Watering Committee, | "'“— . . 
through their teow at Trenton, and by myself at Ken- | ema By the Select and Common Councils, that 
sington, and it is of excellent quality. As regards the | ‘"° Presidents of Councils be requested to take the ne- 
first cribs that were made by Mr. Cooley there cannot | C°%™¥ measures for laying before eacl branch of the 
be a doubt but that they were badly constructed, but on | State Legislature, a copy of the Memorial reported by 
the representation of their defects by the Watering Com- the aoqnapitias: : 

mittee to Mr. Cooley, the chief of them were taken: All which is respectfully submitted. : 

asunder and rebuilt ina more substantial manner; those | 70the Senate and House of Representatives of the Com- 
that were sunk unaltered, I think four in number, were monwealth of Pennsylvama in General Assembly 
made of good timber, and I am of opinion that there is met: 


no danger of them giving away in any part. From that | The Memorial of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens of 
period until the Dam was completed, the work proceed. | the City of Philadelphia, respectfully sheweth, 
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That by an act entitled, “*A further Supplement to an 
Act to incerporate the City of Philadelphia” passed 
April 2, 1780, the Select and Common Councils are in- 
vested with authority to take the necessary measures for 
regulating and paving the streets, lanes and alleys of 

‘the City. And by an act of March 25, 1805, all streets, 
alleys, courts, and lanes which had been or might there- 
after‘be laid eut, opened, and appropriated to public 
use, by private persons, within the City, provided the 
same be not less than 20 feet wide, were declared to be 
wm all respects public high ways. _ There are, however, 
within the limits of the City, many strects and alleys of 
a less width, over which consequently the Councils have 
nocontrol. The use of stich streets and alleys is of lit- 
tle or no value to the public in general, and yet the health 
and comfort of the citizens are deeply concerned in 
their being kept in decent and wholesome condition.—- 
As the City becomes more and more extended, and more 
densely populated, the demand for small houses is in- 
creased, and streets and alleys of narrow dimensions are 
multiplied; and it may readily be supposed, that where 
the houses on such streets belong, as they frequently do, 
to various individuals, the streets will remain unpaved, 
untess they be paved at the public expense. In fact, 
they are so frequently so grossly neglected by the own- 
ers of the adjacent property, asto become public nui- 
sances, destroying the comfort and endangering the 
health of whole neighbourhoods. It may be doubted 
whether the Councils would be justified in paving such 
streets, atthe public expense. Your memorialists can- 
not think it just, that they should be placed under the 
necessity of doing so; and yet, nt present, eases of the 
description alluded to, are without any other adequate 
remedy. Such nuisances may, it is true, be indicted, 
and those upon whom they are chargeable, be punished 
by fine. But while an indictment is progressing through 
the necessary legal forms, a pestilence may be engen- 
fered, and, at last, the remedy may be ineffectual. be- 
«<ause the offender may suffer the penalty prescribed by 
jaw, and the nuisance remain, to await a new prasecu- 
tion. 

Your memorialists submit to your honourable bodies, 
that it would be just, that the Legislative authorities of 
the City should have power, whenever it is required by 
a regard to the public good, to enforce the pavement of 

rivate strects and alleys, by the owners of property 

ronting on them. If your honourable bodies shall be 
of this opinion, your memorialists humbly pray, that you 
will be pleased to grant them such relief, as in your wis- 
dom you may see fit. 

The report was laid on the table. 

Philadelphia Gazette. 








We are pleased to observe by the proceedings of 
Councils which we publish in the present number, that 
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seems therefore unreasonable, that while the public are 
at the expense of paving these streets as well as of 
cleansing them, that every individuat who is disposed to 
improve his property in such a way as to render it most 
conducive to his private interest, should be at liberty to 
lay out a street wherever and of whatsoever width he 
pleases, without regard to public convenience or com- 
fort, and the public having no control over his proceed- 
ings. Itis indeed to be regretted, that any of the 
squares shoukl ever have been divided by those small 
streets, and that the improvements had not been confined 
to the four principal sides of the squares, leaving the 
central part unoccupied entirely, by buildings to be de- 
voted to yards and gardens, and for the free circulation 
of air. Enjoying as we hitherto have done, the advan- 
tage of much open ground to the westward, little in- 
convenience has heen suffered for want of air and a 
wholesome atmosphere; but from the rapid improve- 
ments which are now tending towards Schuylkill, there 
is reason to fear that these avenues will soon be closed, 
and the space occupied by a dense and dirty population; 
and that much inconvenience, if not much prejudice te 
the health of the city, will be the consequence. While 
therefore it may perhaps be placed in the power of 
Councils to regulate these matters, for the future com- 
fort of the city it should be attended to. 


It is to be regretted, that the present mode of build- 
ing is such as to afford scarcely any yards to the houses 
now €recting; but that the lots are almost entirely cov- 
ered with the buildings. ‘To those families which con- 
tain children, this is becoming a serious inconvenience, 
and to it may in some considerable degree be attributed, 
the large proportion of deaths among children compared 
with those of adults; as they are deprived of wholesome 
air, and exercise, both of which are so essential to the 
formation of a robust and vigorous constitution. A proof 
of the truth of what we have just stated, may we think 
be derived fiom the fact that the very moment almost 
that children, labouring under the diseases of the sum- 
mer, are removed into the country from the city, they 

| revive, and ina short time are restored to perfect kealth, 

| from, in some cases, the very brink of the graye. 

| Another inconvenience which we shall point out, while 
we are on the subject, from the present mode of improv- 


~~ 





public attention is directed to the alleys of the city— ing, is that of having the kitchen in the cellar, which plan 


and while the subject is to be laid before the Legisla- 
ture, we would respectfully suggest to Councils the pro- 
priety of having their powers so extended, (if there be 
no constitutional impediment) as to enable them to re- 
gulate the width of strects, to be laid out by individuals, 
intersecting squares. In the present economical mode 
of improving private property, we observe many small 
streets laid out for the purpose of erecting small tene- 
ments on each side of them in order to bring to the own- 
er of the land the largest possible income. These houses 
are, of course, from the cheapness of rent, intended to 
be occupied by aclass of citizens who cither from ne- 
gligence or inability, are generally less attentive to 
cleanliness, than is consistent with the general comfort 
of the neighbourhoods in which they are situated, and 
probably with the general health of the citizens. It 


is now almost universally adopted, especially in houses 
designed to be rented. We doubt whether they are as 
wholesome as those above ground—they certainly are 
generally damp and cold; and although some few fami- 
lies may, from habit, prefer them, yet we know they are, 
in most cases, decidedly objected to by all those who 
have ever experienced the comfort of a kitchen on the 
ground floor. ‘They add much tothe labour and fa- 
tigue of servants, and place them, as well as the gene- 
ral management of the affairs of the house, much out of 
the view and stiperintendance of the female part of the 
family. We believe that the interests of landlords, 
would be promoted by a greater attention to the comfort 
and convenience of tenants, in the construction of their 
houses. A friend who owned a house ina very centray 
situation, and in every other respect a very convenient 
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one, observed when offering it to rent, that he was as- | 
tonished at the general objection to cellar kitchens— | 
they forming the first and in many cases the only ques- | 


tion asked respecting the house. 
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arms, against themin any case. In one of the artillery 
companies I believe Capt. — was actually appoint- 
ed for that purpose. You know the man’s turn is not 
commonly conciliatory. 1 think sir, you had better be 
as vigilant as possible to know who mixes with the troops 





We are certainly improving the appearance of the ci- | from thisside. It will be no difficult matter to undo in 


ty by our new buildings; but as our comfort depends 

upon their convenient internal arrangement, we should 

be careful not to depart too widely from the models of | 
convenience, left us by our ancestors—in the houses | 
erected here thirty or forty years since. Large yards, 

plenty of closets in convenient situations, and kitchens 

on the ground floor, were by them, considered essen- 

tial to comfort, which we believe they were as capable 

of appreciating and actually enjoying, as their descen- 

dants of the present day. 





REVOLT OF THE PENNSYLVANIA LINE. 
Documents Continued from p. 168. 


Letter from the Sergeants demanding the two Spies. 

Gent.—It is the request of the Board on account of 
the rumour of the line that you will send them two stran 
dak who brought that letter from New York, by the 
bearers two sergeants of the committce as you may de- 
pend they shall be brought forth at the request of Gov. 
Reed or any other gentlemen when ‘called on—as we 
shall lodge them in security at our quarters. Jan’y 7, 
781 Signed by the Board, 


WM. BOUZAR, Sec. 
Mess. McCiannigan 


& Nisbitt. 


Trrenion, Jan. 7, 1781. 
Sr.—The Committee of Congress now at Trenton 
have received authentic information that Commissioners 
are sent to Amboy from New York to treat with the 
Pennsylvania troops (we suppose to South Amboy that 
is meant but it would be prudent to have both the Am- 
boys inview) The Committee are of opinion you should 
take such measures as appear most prudent and practi- 
cable to get possession of those Commissioners. We 

are sir, Yr. most obed. sery’ts. 
In behalf of the Committee, 

JNO. WITHERSPOON. 

P. S. The above is submitted to your judgment ac- 


gording to the situation of affairs and other intelligence 
you may have received. 


’ ‘The Commanding Officer at 
Brunswick or Elizabethtown. 


Philad. Jan. 10, 1781. 


Dear Sir—The hopes I entertain of a hapry termina- | 


tion of this unfortunate affair, thro’ your iniluence and 








_management gives me rea] pleasure. The moving of | 
the tioops to Trenton, their delivering up the proposals | 


an hour what has been the work of days. 

Council have sent up the money butrather think Gen. 
Wayne was too fast in promising so large a reward till 
the rascals were given tp for punishment but these are 
not times to stand upon trifies. I wish you all possible 
success in your negotiation and am Dr. Sir 

Your very 
humble servt. 


JOS. GARDNER. 
Genl. Reed 


Trenton. 
Trenton, Jan. 7, 1781. 
Sir—The Committee of Congress are obliged to your 
Excellency’s communications by Col. Shields. We es- 
teem it as a happy prelude to a return of the troops to 
their allegiance. We doubt not your Excellency’s im- 
proving so favourable a symptom to bring the matter to 
as speedy safe and honourable an issue as possible. The 
Committee will wait here for your further communica- 
tions of the progress you make and prepare themselves 
for every event, to aid your endeavours and to give them 
all success, that the powers vested in them by Congress 
can enable them to do. 
In name of the Committee in Gen. Sullivan’s 
absence, 
JNO. WITHERSPOON. 
His Excellency 
President Reed. 


Proposal delivered by the Serjeants at the first interview 
at Princeton, Jan. 7, 1781. 


Article I. That all and every such men as was enlist- 
ed in the years 1776.and ’77 and received the bounty of 
Twenty Dollars shall be without any delay discharged 


| and all the arrears of pay and cloathing to be paid unto 
| them immediately when discharged—with respect to 
| the depreciation of pay the state to give them sufficient 


| 


certificates and security for said sums as they shall be- 
come due. 


Trenton 8 Jan. 178!. 
3 o’clock, P. M. 
Dear Sir—I have rec’d yours of this day with the 


| Vice Prest’s, inclosed—Mr. McClanagan will carry the 


answer of the Board. I wish you to procure the hard 


| cash promised—we must keep faith with those people 
| I shall try to prevail on them to advance to Trenton. 


Interim I am your’s most sincerely, 
ANT’Y. WAYNE. 
His Excellency, 
Jos. Reed, Esq. 


of Sir Harry and detaining the two emissaries as prison- His Excellency’s proposals being communicated to the 


ers seem to forebode well, but I confess I would have 
expected that before this time, they (the emissaries) | 


should have been delivered up to a court martial and re- 
ceived their just demerits. 


different regiments at Troop beating this morning 
Jan. 8, 1781. 


‘They do voluntarily agrce in conjunction that all 
soldiers that were enlisted for the term of three years 


Varicus are the opinions here. Some think the troops | or during the war, excepting those whose terms of en- 
should be generally discharged and tempted with a/ listments are not expired, ought to be diseharged imme- 


handsome bounty to re-enter the service during the war; 


others are for viclent measures and compelling them to 
return to their duty by force. I fear such an experi- 
ment would not be attended with good consequences. 


derable number of the militia of this city out: for that 
purpose, I have heen told that a few evenings ago when 

¢ officers were called together to consult upon the 
most proper measures to be adopted in case of an emer- 


gency—that some proposed sending deputies to let the 
oops know that they were determined not to use their 





diately with as little delay as circumstances will allow, 
except such soldiers who have voluntarily re-enlisted— 
in case that any soldier should dispute his enlistment, it 


1 | isto be settled by a committee, and the soldier’s oath. 
It would be a very difficult matter to call any consi- | 


The remainder of his Excellency’s & the Honbl. Board 
of Committees proposal is founded upon honour and 
Justice, but in regard to the Hon’ble Board setting forth 
that there will be appointed three persons to sit as‘a 
Committee to redress our grievances, it is therefore, the - 
general demand of the line, and the Board of Serjeants, 


‘ that we shall appoint ss many members as of the oppo- 


, 1828. } 








A 


site to sit asa Committee to determine justly upon our 
unhappy affairs, as the path we tread is justice and our 
footsteps founded upon honor. 

Therefore we unanimously do agree that there should 
be something done towards a speedy redress of our pre- 
sent circumstances. 

Signed by order of the Board, 
WM. BOUZAR, Sec’y. 





(Copy-) 


Dear Sir—I received your favour this evening and also 
the proposals signed by Serjeant Bouzey which as they 
contain in substance what was offered last evening shall 
be granted except that appointing persons to sit with 
those nominated by the honorable the Council cannot be 
complied with. This implies such a distrust of the autho- 
rity of the state which has ever been attentive to the 
wants of the army that the impropriety of it must be 
evident: but any soldier will have liberty to bring before 
the Commissioners any person as his friend to represent 
his case. The Hon. the Committee of Congress have 
resolved that the spies sent out should be delivered up 
as soon as convenient and upon that being done, Con- 
~ will proclaim a general oblivion of all matters since 

e 31 December, provided the terms offered last eve- 
ning are closed with and the troops remain no longer in 
their present state. It is my clear opinion, that they 
should march in the morning to Trenton where the stores 
are, their cloathing expected if not by this time arrived; 
by which I mean overalls and some blankets. I hope 
they will come to a speedy determination andam Dear 


Sir, Your obed. hble serv’t. 
JOS. REED. 
Jan. 8, 1781. 


REVOLT OF THE PENNSYLVANIA LINE. 


te 


—- 


bounty ordered by Congress shall be held during the 
war and entitled to receive the same-bounty as new re- 
cruits from their respective states, only deducting there- 
from the hundred dollars at the real value when receiy- 
ed. But as it may so happen, that some soldiers may 
be retained in the service, who haye received the hun- 
dred dollars contrary to their inclination—all such who 
can make it clearly appear to commissioners tobe’ ap- 
pointed as herein after mentioned, that they have been 
so detained shall be immediately discharged. 

Resolyed, That all soldiers who are now held by in- 
listments expressing the term of service to be three years 
or during the war, and have not voluntarily re-enlisted 
and received the hundred dollar bounty shall be imme- 
diately discharged. 

The Committee trusting in the sincerity and attach- 
ment of the Pennsylvania Line to the American cause, 
and (notwithstanding the unwarrantable steps they have 
taken) judging from their moderation and conduct: in 
their discipline and good order they have observed, and 
being convinced that their assembling was for the redress 
of grievances only—have resolved, That on producing 
lists. regimentally of those non commissioned officers 
and soldiers who fall within the different classes of griev- 
ances complained of with regard to the term of inlist- 
ment—pay bounty and cloathing that they will imme- 
diately appoint commissioners to examine and report 
tuerein, that fulland ample justice shall be done to the 
claimants, by discharging such as are»entitled to their 
discharges, giving certificates of pay and cloathing due 
to such as have claims justly founded. 

The foregoing terms being accepted the committee have 
resolved that upon the soldiers of the Pennsylvania line 
delivering up the British emissaries sent to corrupt them 

















P. S. AslIhave the promise of the Board of*Ser- | and submitting themselves to their proper officers they 
jeants in writing that the emissaries from the British | will publish a free and general pardon of all offences 
shall be forth coming to me, I doubt not they will honor- | committed by the non-commissioned officers and sol- 
ably perform it. and therefore expect an answer from | diers of said line from the 31 December last to this time, 
them on this point. By order of the Committee. 

' JNO. SULLIVAN, Chairman. 
Phila. Jan. 8,1781. | Note in Gov. Reed’s writing. 

Sir—The Committee of Congress not having heard | Received after my proposals were made and accepted 
from your Excellency since yesterday noon—dispatches | and therefore not offered. 
an express to obtain intelligence where you are and what _ 
success you have had. They wish to know whether | Trenton, Jan. 9, 1781. 
any thing appears necessary for them to do respecting | Sir—The Committee was last evening honoured with 
the affair as they wish to do every thing in their power | your Excellency’s favour and its inclosures dated::at 


to bring this unhappy dispute to a favourable issue. 
I have the honor to be with much respect 
Your Excellency’s most obed. serv’t. 
JNO. SULLIVAN. 
By order of the Committee. 
His Excellency 
Gov. Reed. ; 


Trenton, Jan. 8, 1780 [81.] 
Sir—The Committee of Congress have received your 


| Maidenhead 7 o’clock P. M. copies of which have been 
sent to Congress. We now dispatch a Light horseman 
to know the present appearance of uffeirs at Princeton 
-and whether the Troops are about to march for Trenton 
' this morning. 

| We do not understand the prepositions of the serjeants 
|to be that any of their body were to sit with the com- 
‘missioners; but they requested a voice inthe appoint- 
iment only. ‘To this we have no objections. 

' Wewish matters may be brought to an issue as 


Excellency’s favour of this date, with its inclosures and | soon as possible, and that your Excellency will inform 
send you herewith the result of their deliberations upon | us by return of this express what prospects you have 
the terms which they are of opinion ought to be held | of bringing them to,a conclusion from present appear- 


out to the soldiers of the Pennsylvania Line. 
I have the honor to be most respectfully, 
Your Excellency’s most obed. serv’t. 
JNO. SULLIVAN. 
By order of the Committee. 
His Excellency 

President Reed. 

P. S. Itis the desire of the Committee that you make 
use of the foregoing resolutions only as you shall find 
them necessary to answer the purpose in view. 

By order of the Committee. 
JNO. SULLIVAN. 


. 


In Committee of Congress held at Trenton the 8th 
day of January 1781— 
Resolved, That all soldiers who have voluntarily en- 


lances. Lhave the honor &c. on behalt of the Comm, 
JNO. SULLIVAN, 
His Excellency 

| President Reed. 


| Maidenhead, Jan. 8, 1781. 
Dear Sir—I wrote you yesterday by post and soon, af- 
|ter went into Princeton where 1 was received by the 
| Troops with every mark. of apparent respect, . The 
Guards turned out and the whole line under arms. They 
offered 4 proposition amounting in its effects to discharg- 
ing every man who is or should be tired of the service 
let the terms of enlistment have been what they would, 
This I peremptorily refused but offered to discharge all 
those who had been detained beyond the time of their 
enlistment or had been compelled or trepanned.into a 


listed for the war or have received the hundred dollar | new engagement. Secondly, That Commissioners should 
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be appointed by the Council to hear their cases and give 
discharges upon the above principle, taking the oath of 
a soldier when his enlistment cannot be found. Thirdly, 
the depreciation to be made up, arrearages of pay set- 
tled and certificates given- and comfortable cloathing 
provided for them. Fourthly, a general pardon of all 
offences upon complying with these terms. The even- 
ing they sent an answer complying with them in sub- 
stance, but proposing they should appoint Commission- 
ers on the part of the men which I rejected and direct- 
ed them to march to morrow morning to Trenton.— 
What will be the issue 1 cannot tell, as there are many 
various claims and though they preserve military order, 
they have great confusion in their civil matters. The 
Serjeants have as much difference of opinion as the 
men, tho’ they know it is their interest to keep together 
and not be disorderly. Many were averse to my going 
in, but Iam glad I did, as I can now form a better judg- 
ment of them. They made no objections to my return- 
ing the same evening. Besides the complaints formerly 
recited they complain of being compelled to take new 
bounties, and being severely treated when asking for 
di s—they complain of rigorous punishments 
inflicted without trial or inquiry and that the state stores 
have not been equitably distrihuted; the proportion of 
the officers being too great. ‘These things may deserve 
inquiry at another time. I endeavored to moderate and 
iate what was said on these subjects. Some of the 
Serjeants are sensible fellows and reason very specious- 
ly; but W their nominal leader is cer- 
tainly a very poor creature or very fond of liquor. They 
haye rejected the propositions offered by Gen. Clinton, 
and hold the spies in prison. 1 am endeavouring to get 
them out of their hands. Gen. Wayne promised fifty 
gtineas a piece to the two serjeants who brought him 
the letter Sir Harry sent and he is very particular in his 
inquiries, when he shall be enabled to perform his pro- 
mise. You will say it wasa great Reward; it was so and 
perhaps the promise hasty but still it will be best to 
comply with it. I do not iearn that any of the money 
sent by Col. Nicola has yet been paid, but will inquire 
farther, I fear there has been some neglect in this mat- 
ter. believe it will be proper to send the hard money, 
returned by Gen. Potter, to answer Gen. Wayne’s pro- 








ANNALS OF PHILADELPHIA. 
From the recovered Minutes of Council. 


Jan. 30,1764. It appearing to the Board that many 
frauds had been committed in the markets of this city 
by weighing the provisions sold to the inhabitants with 
steelyards—it was resolved that a bye law should pass 
to restrain the use of steelyards, and to compel the butch- 
ers and others selling provisions by weight, to weigh the 
same with scales and weights regulated and marked by 
the proper officer. 

ar. 30, 1764. <A petition was presented to the 
board from five butchers complaining of some hardships 
likely to attend the late ordinance for the weighing pro- 
visions with scales instead of steelyards; and the same 
being read and fully considered, it was resolved, (nem 
con) that the regulations made by the said ordinance 
are useful and necessary to prevent impositions on the 
inhabitants: and that this board will accordingly carry 
the same into execution. 

Several persons had their fines remitted on condition 
of their being shipped off or enlisting. 

April 10,1764. A proposal being made that the two 
walls between the new stone bridge in Front street, and 
the wooden bridge in King’s street, should be rebuilt at 
the expense of this corporation, to prevent the danger 
that it is apprehended would otherwise arise to the health 
of the inhabitants—the same was unanimously agreed 
to. And William Bingham, and Joseph Sims are ap- 
pointed a committee to engage workmen, and direct 
and inspect the work. 

William Plumstead and Samuel Mifflin, Esq. and John 
Allen and Alexander Houston are appointed a commit. 
tee to view the premises and consider whether the 
spot will admit of the crecting a fish market thereon, or 
what other public use it can best be applied to—and 
make report. : 

John Lukens, Surveyor General, is appointed by the 
Board one of the Regulators of this city, in the room of 
Nicholas Scull, deceased. 

May 28, 1764. The committee appointed to consi- 
der what public use the vacancy between the two 
bridges could best be put to, Report, That a fish mar- 
ket would be very convenient at that end of the town, 


mise. To morrow will settle the business one way or) and that this would be a proper p'ace for that purpose, 


other. We have no accounts of the enemy since I 
wrote last. 
Iam in haste, 
Dr. Sir, ~ 
Your obed. Hbble servt. 
JOS. REED. 


P. S. Lhope if all reasonable propositions should 
be finally rejected, that the militia will turn out under 
some system, or volunteers, as I fear the troops will turn 
towards the enemy, if an immediate settlement docs 
not take place, 


Princeton, 8th Jan’y. 1781. 
7 o’clock, P. M. 
Dear Sir—Being determined to bring matters toa 








and might be built at little expeuse: It is therefore 
agreed that a fish market be accordingly erected there, 
Joseph Sims and Wm. Bingham were appointed to 
have it done forthwith. ae? 

October 2, 1764. Alderman Thomas Lawrence elect- 
ed Mayor, and Isaac Jones and John Lawrence Alder- 
men. . 
it being represented by the late Mayor, that there is 
a necessity for a beadle or some other officer with a pro- 
per salary, daily to attend the Mayor of this city in the 
execution of his office—The Board agreed the same 
should be taken into consideration at some future meet- 
ing.—Danil Miller petitioned for the remission of a fine 
laid on himin the Mayor’s Court—he being poor and 
— a family to support by his labour the Board re- 
mitted it. 

Nov. 19, 1764. The Recorder produced a deed of 


speedy issue at every risk and consequence, we sent for | release from the Hon. Thomas Penn, Esq. to this C 
the serjeants at 4 after 4 o’clock this evening and insist- |, ration, for the piece of ground claimed by the city lying 


ed upon their marching for Trenton in the morning or 
that we would leave them to act as they pleased and to 
abide the fatal effects of their own folly. 

In consequence of which they had come to a resolu- 
tion of moving for that place in the morning and bring- 
ing along the two Caififfs previous to the receipt of 
your’s by Mr. Caldwell. 

I am Sir, yr most obed. hbbl. servt. 
ANT’Y. WAYNE. 
His Excellency, Jos. Reed, Esq. 
Per Mr. Caldwell who is to pass. 
ANT’Y. WAYNE. 


on Dock, and bounded on the east by Front street, and 
on the south by Spruce street, which was accepted, and 
the Recorder requested to get the same proved and re- 
corded. 

A petition having been transmitted to London by the 
Assembly of this province, to be presented to his ma- 
jesty for a change of government—The Board came toa 
resolution to send a petition to the proprictaries express- 
ing their disapprobation of such a change, and praying 
that if such a change should take place, they would use 
their best endeavours that the penne of the people 
be preserved, and the riglts of this corporation under 
their charter, be continued to them. And the Recor- 
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der, Mr. Stedman, Mr. Tilghman, Mr. Allen, and Mr. | excellency G 





- 





eneral Gage, Commander-in-chief of his Ma- 








Shippen were appointed a committee to prepare a draft | jesty’s Forces in North America, on his arrival in this 


of such petition. 

Nov. 20, 1764. The committee appointed yesterday | 
presented to the Board a draft of the petition to the pro- 
prietaries, which after some amendment was approved, 
and ordered to. be engrossed and signed by the Mayor. 

May 27, 1765. An application of the county com- 
missioners to borrow £100, to complete the bridge over 
the run at Schuylkill falls—deferred. 

Aug. 9,1765. ‘*'The Shedd,” at the middle ferry— 
ordered to be repaired or renewed. 

The Board considering it a public and useful work— 
agreed to loan £100 to the commiasioners for complet- 
ing the bridge at the falls of Schuylkill—on their giving 
their private bonds. 

October 1, 1765. John Lawrence elected Mayor. 

April 14,1766. The lease of the Potter’s field to Ja- 
cob Shoemaker, being some time ago cxpired, it was 
agreed to be leased to Jaspar Carpenter for seven years 
at the annual rentof £10 per annum. 
The shad and herring sold at the market being in 
warm weather offensive to the neighbourhood, the 
Mayor is requested to direct the Clerk of the market 
not to suffer any stands for the sale of these at the mar- 
ket or other place in the city, except at the public 
wharffs. 

23 June 1766. The managers chosen under the late 
act of Assembly, for building a house of employment in 
this city, applying to have the alms house lot mortgaged 
for the raising £2000 agreeably to said act, and having | 
satisfied this Board, that the sum of £100 is raised by | 
contribution, as required by the law—it is agreed that | 
the said lot be accordingly mortgaged for the purpose. | 

October 7, 1766. John Lawrence re-elected Mayor | 
—Daniel Benezet resigned as Aldermen on account of | 
sickness. 

January 22, 1767. Three mortgages on alms house | 
lot for raising money to erect a house of employment— | 
were executed, viz. to Sarah Mifflin £450; to Mary Har- | 
rison £850; and to Joseph Richardson and John Maes, | 
for £700. 

Application from J. Humphries tenant of the middle | 
ferry, praying allowance in conseqcence of ‘ great ds- | 
mage” to the wharffs, boats, &c. by the breaking up of 
the ice. 

£750 loaned to the managers of the house of employ- ; 
ment, they being ‘‘in great want of money for the pay- | 
ing off workmen, &c. for building said house.” 

The committee formerly appointed to settle the Trea- | 
surer’s account, are desired to take back their report in 
order to correct some mistakes appearing therein. 

duly 6, 1767. A deed from this corporation to the 








city, and the same having been accordingly done--The 
board do now approve thereof, and order that the ex- 
pense thereof, amounting to £159 6 @, be paid by the 
Treasurer. 

The Recorder, Mr. Tilghman, and Mr. Shippen, are 
appointed a committee to consider a lettér sent to this 
Board from the Select men of Boston, recommending 
measures similar to those taken in that place for lessen- 
ing the consumption of superfluities, and increasing the 
manufactures of the country, and to make a draft of a 
proper answer thereto, agreeable to the sentiments of 
the Board expressed on the occasion, and to lay the same 
before the Board at their next meeting for their further 
consideration. 


22 Dec. 1767. Answer to the Select men of Boston: 
Philadelphia, December 22, 1767. 
Gentlemen, 


We were favoured with your letter of the ninth of 
November last, and thankfully acknowledge your kind 
intentions of communicating to us the votes of your town 
meeting of the 28th October, which however you omit- 
ted to enclose, but we take for granted are the same as 
mserted in your public papers. We desire that you 
will be assured of our having regard to the general inte- 
rest of the Colonies, which we conceive cannot be more 
effectually served, than by diffusing a spirit of industry 
and frugality: But, however the particular circumstan- 
ces of your place may require any public measures to be 


§ | taken for that purpose, we do not see the expedien- 


cy of adopting them here, more especially in the pre- 
sent crisis of American affairs. Yet although we cannot 
on this occasion think the steps you have taken altoge- 
ther suitable to our circumstances, we shall always wish 
to see and endeavour by every proper expedient to pro- 
mote, the general union of the Colonies, so esssential to 
the preservation of their liberties. 
Slgned at a Common Council, By order of the Board, 
ISAAC JONES, Chairman. 
To Joseph Jackson, Saml. Sewell, y 
John Ruddock, John Hancock, Select men of 
Wm. Phillips, Timothy Shewell, Boston. 
and John Rowe, Esquires, pt 





TRIAL FOR LARCENY. 
The Commonwealth 


vs. Quarter Sessions, Sept. 26. 
James Rowe and Larceny—7 bills. 
Thomas Foster. 


Seven bills of indictment were laid before the jury, 


contributors to the relief and employment of the poor in | three of them charging the defendants jointly, and four 
the city of Philadelphia, was executed in the presence | charging James Rowe alone with the commission of va- 
and with theconsent of the city, who signed the same | rious larcenies; five of the indictments charged the de- 
as witnesses, agreeably to the act of Assembly for that | fendants with stealing dry goods, the property of differ- 
purpose made. The mortgages executed on 22d Janu- | ent individuals, and in two bills they were charged with 
ary cancelled. stealing boats, one, the property of some person un- 

It was unanimously agreed—That for the future every | known, and the other the property of Michael Snyder. 
Treasurer shall give bond with sufficient sureties in the | To all these bills, the defendants pleaded not guilty, 


sum of £2000 for the faithful discharge of his office. — 
Samuel Shoemaker, Fsq. elected Treasurer, in place of 
Benjamin Shoemaker, deceased. 

October 6, 1767. Isaac Jones elected Mayor, and John 
Gibson, Alderman. 

‘The report of a committee formerly appointed to view 
the damage done to the Middle Ferry by the last win- 
ter’s ice and floods, was read, and they being of opinion 
that an allowance of £100 should be made to the tenant 
out of his rent, on account of his loss, the same was 
agreed to by the board. 

The public ground and wharffs near the Drawbridge, 
rented at £60 per annum. 

December 4 1767. It having been agreed at a meet- 
ing of the members of this Board, in the absence of the 
Recorder, that an entertainment should be given to his 


and the trial commenced on Friday morning last, and 
occupied the whole day. The principal witness relied 
upon in support of the prosecution, was an accomplice, 
named Caleb S. Bladen, who testified, that his acquaint- 
ance with the defendants was formed in prison, where 
he (Bladen) was undergoing a servitude upon a con- 
viction for horse stealing, but was pardoned before the 
term to which he had been sentenced, had expired. 
That in July last, they formed their plans to commit the 
several robberies, the subjects of the present prosecu- 
tion, and named some other associates, who have thus 
far been able to elude the vigilance of the police. The 
first intention of the witness and Rowe, was to rob a 
store in Camden, which Foster ltad pointed out, and for 
that purpose crossed the river; being unable to effect 
this, they took a boat from the Jersey side, in which 
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they returned tothe city. ‘The bill charging the defen- | day of the 14th, and did not return. Eldred had said, 
dants with stealing this boat, was abandoned bythe pro- | when he first came to witness’s house, that he intended 
secuting officer, the larceny having been committed in | to go away shortly, and his conduct was fair and ‘not 
Jersey. TVhe first robbery in which they succeeded, | suspicious. The defendants were very intimate to- 
was that of the stere of Mr. Blackstone, in Mantua Vil- | gether. Z , 

lage, on their road to which they stole a crow-bar and | The most important witness was the third, a Mr. 
pick-axe from a quarry, with which they effected an en- | Buzby, who keeps a tavern over in New Jersey, about 
try into the store, which they rifled of boots and shoes | 5 miles from Camden. He stated that on the mornin 





to a considerable amount, assisted by another individual 
named Weekley (who has escaped.) The goods were 
afterwards brought into town, sold, and the proceeds 
divided equally between them. They afterwards rob- 





of the 15lh of July last, Strong one of the defendants, 


came to his house on foot, with saddlebags and a bundle. - 


He said he had been to town to sell his cattle, and want- 
ed to buy a horse with his spare money.—Buzby told 


bed the store of Messrs. Thomas & Co. on the ridge | him of a horse to sell in the neighbourhood, but he dis- 
road, of dry goods to the amount of $140. On their | played no anxiety to buy him. He called for breakfast. 
route to this store, as in the other case, they stole from | As it was preparing, up rides Eldred astride of a brown 
a work shop, two augurs and a chisel, with which they | horse, with the identical white marks described by the 
succeeded in entering the store. “In this robbery only | prosecutor. The two thieves instantly began to bargain 
Rowe and the witness were concerned. These goods | for the horse, and finally agreed on a price, which was 
were just taken to Manayunk, and brought to this side | $85. They breakfasted together, in company with the 
in a boat, which was taken from a wharf on the Schuyl- | witness, and as soon as they had finished, they got the 
kill. ‘The goods were sold to Hunt, who is awaiting his | witness to write a receipt for the horse; it was signed 
trial in the Mayor’s Court, and other individuals who | but no money passed as Buzby saw; and the horse was 
have escaped. Some of the goods were taken to Wil- | finally delivered to Strong. : 
mington, and disposed of there. Attorney General. Then Strong caried off the horse’ 
‘The defence taken by the counsel for the prisoners,,; Witness. No, the horse carried off Strong. Loud 
rested chiefly on the degree of credit which should be | /aughier. Eighty-five dollars was above the value of 


be given to the uncorroborated testimony of Bladen. 
With reference to the bill which charged Rowe with 
stealing the goods of Messrs. Thomas & Co., no defence 


| the horse, and the witness told the purchaser so, refer- 
| ring him to the horse he had _ first mentioned, that was 
to sell close by; but Strong preferred this one. 


was made, inasmuch as he was there supported by other | | The Jury, after a moment’s dehberation, found a ver- 
testimony. With regard to the bill charging the defend- | dict of Guilty. 
ants with stealing a boat from the Schuylkill, it wascon-| G. M. Dallas, Esq. for the Commonwealth, W- 
tended, that it was no larceny, it was taken merely to | Badger, Esq. for the defenants.—-U. S. Gaz. 
enable the defendants to transport the geet across the | 
river, without any intention of making further use of it. 
A larceny must be committed animo furandi and lucri . , . 
causer, With a felonious intention, 4 the purpose of | Aurora Borealis.—About eight o’clock, the evening 
gain. before last this singular penomonon made.its appearance 
The attorney general in a speech of great force, con- | t the north east. Fora short time columns of ight 
tended that the prosecution was amply supported, | shot up to a great height in quick succession, sometimes 
that the larceny of the boat was made out in law and | Singly and at others in clusters. The appearance was 
fact; it was to ‘assist them in the commission of a felony, | very brilliant. It aftery ards changed into a bright steady 
and therefore there was a felonious intention. “” | light which illuminated the horizon from north east to 





MISCELLANEOUS. 


Judge King charged the jury, that if Bladen was to be | north west.—Hottstown Aurora. 


believed, the defendants must be convicted on all the | 
bills except the two which charged them with stealing | 
the boats; on the one, they must be acquitted, the court | 
having no jurisdiction, and on the other, because the of- | 
fence was not legally made out. Ifthey took the boat | 
for the mere purpose of enabling them to cross the ri- | 
ver, although it was to facilitate the transportation of | 
the goods previously stolen, it was no larceny. 

The defendants were found guilty on five bills, and | 
acquitted on the two bills which charged them with the | 
larceny of the boats. 

For the prosecution, G. M. Dallas, Esq. Attorney 
General. For the defendants, W. Grimshaw and J. B. 
Phillips, Esqrs. 





COMMONWEALTH vs. ABRAHAM ELDRED 
and NATHNIEL STRONG. 


Quarter Sessions.— Horse Stealing. 


‘The defendants were indicted first for conspiring to 
steal, and second for stealing a brown horse, belonging 
to a Bucks County Farmer, on the 14th day of July last, 
under circumstances as deliberate and artful as ever 
marked an ingenious robbery. 

The first witness was the farmer who swore that he lost 
a brown-horse, with white marks on his off fore foot and 
face, on the night of the 14—15 of July last. The 
stable was opened violently and the horse stolen. 

The next witness, a Bucks County Innkeeper, swore 
that-the defendants were both intimate and staid at his 
house in July last. Eldred was away the whole of the 
night of the 14th; returned in the morning, and went 
away that day altogether. Strong went away on the 


—— 
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LYCOMING RAIL ROAD AND COAL COMPANY. 


We are much pleased to learn that measures are taking 
to organize this company, under the charter granted by 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania at the last session. We 
understand it is the intention of the company, if they 


| can procure a competent engineer, to have the route of 


their Rail Road surveyed and loeated this fall and that 
they speak confidently «of its completion by November, 
1829. Its whole length, from the Coal Mines to the 
West Branch, will be from 20 to 21 miles.—Lycoming 
Gazette. ° 





A HERO OF THE REVOLUTION cone! 


At Washington, Lancaster co. Pa. on Thursday week 
last, in the 95d year of his age, LEWIS HIESCH.— 
He wasa native of France, and came to America with 
Gen. La Fayette, as an 18 month’s man, and afterwards 
enlisted with Capt. Sterger, in the Maryland line, and 
served to the end of the Revolutionary War. Helived 
in Franklin co. Pa. and was on a visit to his son at the 
time of his death. 








Printed every Saturday morning by William F. Ged- 


des, No. 59 Locust street, Philadelphia; where, and at 
the Editor’s residence, No. 51 Filbert street, subserip- 
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annum payable in six months after the commencement 
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